Over 100 tractors join Howden memorial run for teenagers killed in New Year crash
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The tranquil countryside of East Yorkshire was transformed into a moving tribute as over 100 tractors embarked on a memorial run for two teenagers who tragically lost their lives in a car crash on New Year's Day. Organised by the Howden Young Farmers, the tribute to William Herbert, 16, and Olly Mitchell, 18, set off from Howden at 10:00 BST and made its way to Bishop Burton, near Beverley. This heartfelt event not only commemorated the lives of the young men but also served as a rallying point for the farming community, bringing together individuals bound by shared grief and support.
The fatal collision occurred at approximately 01:20 GMT on New Year's Day, when a Volkswagen Golf collided with a Vauxhall Grandland in Staithes Road, Preston. Both William and Olly were passengers in the Golf, while the 17-year-old driver was arrested on suspicion of causing death by dangerous driving, sparking an ongoing investigation by Humberside Police. The crash also resulted in serious injuries for two other passengers in the Golf and one individual in the Vauxhall. As investigations continue, specialist-trained officers have been assigned to support the families during this profoundly challenging time.
The tributes paid during the tractor run were not merely an expression of sorrow but also a significant fundraiser. Funds raised from the event will go to the Dogs Trust and the Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution (RABI), both charities closely linked to rural communities. The commitment to these causes signals a broader effort to remember the deceased by contributing positively to their community, a reflection of the values instilled in young farmers.
While the tractor run has ended, its impact resonates deeply within the local community. Events like these highlight the solidarity found in the farming sector, showcasing a blend of grief and resilience. Similar initiatives have gained popularity in recent years, such as the Oswestry Illuminated Tractor Run and a forthcoming convoy in Greater Manchester, both of which have successfully gathered local farmers to raise funds and honour beloved community members. Such gatherings reveal the deep-rooted connections forged in rural life, where the loss of young lives inspires collective actions aimed at altruism.
In the wake of their loss, William Herbert and Olly Mitchell will be remembered not only for their untimely departure but also for the love and unity their story has ignited within their community. The Howden Young Farmers’ tribute exemplifies the enduring strength of community bonds, especially in difficult times, reminding us all of the human capacity to connect and support one another through shared loss.
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