British teen in Georgian jail faces pregnancy without proper medical care
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A British teenager imprisoned in Georgia amid accusations of drug smuggling has raised alarming concerns regarding her access to medical care during pregnancy. Bella May Culley, 18, from Billingham in County Durham, is facing severe charges for allegedly carrying 14 kilograms of cannabis when she arrived at Tbilisi airport. Currently, she is at risk of a lengthy prison sentence, possibly amounting to 20 years.
Culley's plight has drawn significant attention following her court statement last week, where she disclosed her pregnancy and the medical assistance she is reportedly lacking. According to her lawyer, Mariam Kublashvili, Culley expressed distress over not receiving necessary medical checks or examinations during her incarceration. Kublashvili recounted, “She asked for a doctor, but the doctor wasn’t speaking English and they couldn’t understand each other.” This situation reflects broader issues regarding healthcare accessibility in prison systems, especially for vulnerable populations like pregnant women.
International attention on the treatment of pregnant inmates echoes concerns seen in various jurisdictions. For instance, a comprehensive investigation into the maternity care provided in Georgia’s county jails has revealed stark inequities, with inadequate prenatal services often leading to dire consequences for both mothers and their infants. Reports have cited instances of severe medical neglect resulting in miscarriages and other catastrophes, underscoring the urgent need for reform in the country's correctional healthcare systems.
Culley’s family has been diligently searching for her since her disappearance in May, with her father, Niel, travelling to Bangkok in hopes of locating his daughter, only to uncover her situation in Georgia. The British Foreign Office has acknowledged her detention and is currently providing support to her family, but such external assistance often casts a shadow over the systemic failures seen within the prison’s healthcare framework.
Historically, incarcerated pregnant women have faced substantial health risks due to inadequate medical care and neglect. This is corroborated by various studies and reports pertaining to prisons across the globe, including those within the UK and the U.S., where women have experienced harrowing consequences during childbirth due to insufficient provision of medical attention. One striking case highlighted in recent literature involved a pregnant woman who gave birth alone in her cell after being ignored by prison staff, resulting in the tragic death of her newborn. 
The ramifications of these systemic failings extend beyond individual cases, impacting community trust in the justice system and highlighting the urgent need for comprehensive reforms in the treatment of pregnant inmates. Advocacy groups have long called for a reform of policies to ensure that the health and welfare of mothers and their children are prioritised within the prison system. 
As Bella May Culley’s case unfolds, it serves as a stark reminder of the critical need for systemic change in correctional facilities to safeguard the health of pregnant individuals. The hope remains that this situation will not only work towards better outcomes for Culley but will also catalyse broader discussions on health rights and humane treatment within prison populations. 
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