Reform UK councillor faces training after incendiary posts sparked racism and Islamophobia allegations
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James 'Jimmi' Lee, recently elected as a member of Reform UK to represent Acle at Broadland Council, is facing significant controversy over incendiary posts made on his X (formerly Twitter) account. These posts, which have since been deleted, have drawn accusations of racism and Islamophobia, prompting council officials to announce that Lee will undergo training to ensure adherence to the council’s code of conduct.
The concerns began shortly after Lee's election, which followed the resignation of Conservative Councillor Lana Hempsall. Despite winning the seat with a comfortable lead—322 votes against his nearest rival, Conservative Vincent Tapp, who secured 208 votes—his election has been overshadowed by the nature of his online comments. Critics on the council, which currently operates under a coalition of Liberal Democrats, Labour, and Green Party members, have described Lee's posts as deeply troubling and unrepresentative of the broader community in Broadland. 
Among the most controversial content shared by Lee was a comment he made in April, in which he endorsed a tweet referring to Islam as a "divisive, fundamentalist hate cult," describing it as a "lovely and accurate post." Furthermore, he reacted to images of politicians of black and Asian heritage—including Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and London Mayor Sadiq Khan—by asserting that they represented an "infiltration" of the UK’s heritage, labelling them as "the enemy in waiting." His statements escalated in June when he responded positively to a suggestion that Islam should be made illegal in the UK.
Natasha Harpley, leader of the Labour group on the council, pressed concerns regarding Lee's candidacy, arguing that "these views are not representative of the majority of people in Broadland." She further emphasised doubts about Reform UK's vetting processes for candidates, highlighting a perceived negligence that could undermine the party's integrity.
Despite the backlash, both Lee and Reform UK have refrained from commenting publicly on the issue. A spokesperson for the council confirmed that Lee would soon begin the compulsory training for all new councillors to ensure compliance with expected standards of behaviour.
This incident sheds light on larger issues surrounding political discourse and candidate vetting across various parties, particularly as Reform UK attempts to solidify its presence in local politics. Just prior to Lee's election, the party had enjoyed a notable surge in Norfolk, including a recent victory in Thetford West, marking David Bick as its first Norfolk county councillor. However, these wins were juxtaposed by painful losses, including a narrow defeat in Norwich to Labour, reflecting the uneven nature of electoral success for the party.
Jimmi Lee’s election and the ensuing controversy demonstrate the complexities and challenges faced by emerging political parties as they navigate the intricacies of local governance and public sentiment. The response to this incident will likely influence not only Lee’s political future but also the broader reputation of Reform UK in the Norfolk community and beyond.
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