Guildford farmer warns after cow butchered and meat taken from Riverside Nature Reserve
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A shocking incident at the Riverside Nature Reserve in Guildford has left local farmers and the community reeling. Selina Tilley, who co-manages a herd of grazing cows, discovered that one of her animals had been found dead and suspiciously butchered. The macabre scene emerged when a walker alerted Tilley’s husband, John, to the decomposed cow, which the couple had seen alive just the day before. 
Upon investigation, John Tilley discovered the lifeless animal had been dismembered, with significant portions of its meat missing. "It had been killed and butchered, and a lot of the meat removed," Selina recounted, describing how the legs were cut off and discarded in a pond nearby. The couple's distress was compounded by the fact that they had nurtured this herd at the reserve for over a decade, contributing to local conservation efforts. 
Both Selina and the Surrey Police have raised alarms about the safety of the meat taken from the cow, pointing out the implications of its treatment. The cow had been under medication which poses health risks if consumed prematurely. Tilley emphasised, “These people may have taken it for their own family consumption... a child's going to get more sick than an adult.” The police reiterated this warning, urging the public not to buy any unlabelled meat that could have come from the cow.
This incident is not isolated, as concerns surrounding agricultural safety and crime in rural areas have been on the rise. In another shocking event this year, a vehicle drove into a field near Guildford, resulting in the death of 14 lambs. Farmers in the region, like Nick Hutley, have expressed increasing concern over the threats posed to livestock, highlighting a growing pattern of rural crime that is unsettling for agricultural communities.
The response to such violent acts has spurred discussions around legislation aimed at safeguarding livestock. In a related context, the campaign for ‘Gladis’ Law’ emerged after the tragic death of a pregnant Highland cow in Dorset, prompted by a dog attack. This law seeks to hold dog owners accountable when their pets harm livestock, pushing for stricter control measures in farming areas. As these incidents converge, the urgency for protective legislation and community vigilance becomes increasingly clear.
The Tilleys, deeply invested in their farming practices and community relations, have expressed their shock and concern about the implications of the butchered cow’s death. While they have fostered a positive relationship with the public regarding their cattle, they now find themselves navigating the darker side of agricultural life. As the police continue their investigation, the local community remains on alert, confronting not only the loss of livestock but the risks posed by crime within rural spaces.
In a statement, a spokesperson for Surrey Police acknowledged the distress caused by the incident and assured the public that they are actively investigating the circumstances surrounding the cow’s death. As patrons of the rural landscape, residents are encouraged to report suspicious activities, aiming to prevent further tragedies and uphold the integrity of local farming practices.
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