Pigeon trapped for days inside Tesco Extra at Shoreham sparks welfare concerns
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A pigeon has been trapped inside the Tesco Extra at Holmbush Shopping Centre in Shoreham for several days, prompting concerns from shoppers and animal welfare advocates alike. Eyewitnesses reported seeing multiple birds flitting around the store, particularly in the bakery area, where they have been observed “flying back and forth” between aisles. Images circulated by customers depict the birds perched on a milk sign high above the shelves, underscoring the unusual sight within the bustling retail environment.
Volunteers from Brighton and Hove Wildlife Rescue attempted to rescue the trapped pigeon on May 18 but were unsuccessful. They plan to return to the store in hopes of capturing the bird safely. Sompting Wildlife Rescue, which has dealt with similar incidents in the area, noted that this occurrence is not an isolated event; they have attended to multiple birds trapped in commercial settings, reflecting a broader issue that stores must navigate.
In an official comment, a spokesperson for Tesco stated that only one pigeon remains trapped and emphasised that the store continues to operate normally, assuring customers that hygiene standards are not compromised by the situation. However, the incident has sparked a discussion about the complexities of managing wildlife within commercial spaces, particularly in light of a similar case at a Tesco in Ryde, where a wood pigeon escaped after being trapped for several days. This earlier event highlights the challenges of safely luring trapped birds out, as well as the need for humane strategies to handle such occurrences.
Concerns about bird welfare extend beyond the current incident. Past reports have raised alarms over dead pigeons found entangled in netting at various locations, including a Tesco in Hove. Local residents expressed their outrage over the lack of preventive measures, leading to intervention from the RSPCA, which urged for immediate action to rectify the problem. Tesco acknowledged past issues with netting and committed to improving their systems to ensure that such tragedies do not reoccur.
The plight of birds in urban settings is further illustrated by recent events where multiple birds were trapped in construction zones. An alarming situation arose after contractors repaired a roof without considering wildlife presence, resulting in the deaths of dozens of pigeons. Such incidents stress the need for construction and commercial entities to adopt more wildlife-conscious practices, echoing concerns from animal welfare organisations about ensuring the humane treatment of all creatures in urban areas.
As communities continue to navigate the coexistence of human activities and wildlife, incidents like the one at Tesco in Shoreham serve as a potent reminder of the need for awareness and proactive measures. With rescuers planning further attempts to capture the trapped pigeon, the hope remains that this bird, unlike others caught in more perilous situations, will eventually find its way back to freedom, highlighting the importance of empathy and responsibility towards our feathered neighbours in everyday environments. 
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