Campaigners condemn Scottish Government’s failure as youth knife deaths rise
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The tragic death of 16-year-old Kayden Moy from fatal stab wounds has ignited a fierce debate about youth violence in Scotland, leading to strong condemnation of the Scottish Government's inaction. Kayden, who died in hospital after being attacked while enjoying a day at Irvine Beach, becomes the third teenager to fall victim to youth violence in less than a year, prompting urgent calls for reform and accountability from officials.
Vicky Donald, the bereaved mother of another victim, Kory McCrimmon, has publicly expressed her outrage towards First Minister John Swinney. In a scathing letter sent shortly after Kayden's death, she highlighted the now alarming frequency of incidents involving young people. "How many more children have to die?" she asked, asserting that Kayden's death should not merely be regarded as a tragedy but as a profound failure of political leadership. This sentiment echoes broader concerns within the community, shared by both Vicky and other families affected by youth violence, regarding the government’s persistent delays in enacting effective preventive measures.
Kayden's death follows closely on the heels of two other horrific incidents: Amen Teklay, just 15 years old, was fatally attacked on a Glasgow street earlier this year, while Kory was killed last summer over a petty dispute. The fact that three lives have been lost in this manner within such a short period raises alarm about the efficacy of current strategies to combat knife crime and violent youth culture in Scotland.
Vicky Donald's campaign, part of the Daily Record's "Our Kids ... Our Future" initiative, has further highlighted systemic issues in how youth violence is handled by authorities. Her letters to Swinney, which she describes as a "slap in the face to victims and their families," reflect deep frustration over what she perceives as bureaucratic inaction that prioritises red tape over urgency in saving lives. Following her daughter Kaylynn's traumatic experience on a school bus, Vicky has made it her mission to advocate for stronger protective measures for young people in Scotland.
In response to the public outcry, Justice Secretary Angela Constance acknowledged Kayden's death and expressed her commitment to tackling youth violence. However, her reassurance that knife crime has seen a 69% reduction in emergency hospital admissions since 2008-09 is not likely to carry much weight with those who have witnessed the recent spate of tragedies firsthand. Moreover, her assertion that measures are already in place for stop and search powers has drawn scepticism, particularly as David Kennedy, General Secretary of the Police Federation, claimed that these powers are insufficient to counteract the reality of knife crime facing officers daily.
The ongoing investigations into Kayden's death have led police to cordon off areas in East Kilbride, reflecting a serious commitment to uncover the circumstances surrounding the attack. Despite growing concern from the community, officers have reassured the public that they believe the incident was a targeted attack with no threat to wider public safety.
Vicky's demands for immediate action resonate with many, as she implores politicians to prioritise the lives of children above political considerations. Her passionate appeals have recently gained traction on social media, with calls for accountability directed at officials like Swinney, with some citizens even petitioning for an independent inquiry into alleged systemic failures within the child protection system.
The tragic deaths of these teenagers serve as painful reminders of the urgent need for comprehensive action and a reevaluation of how youth violence is addressed in Scotland. With growing public pressure and shared grief emanating from affected families, the calls for deeper engagement and proactive reform in combating youth violence have never been more critical. As Vicky Donald poignantly stated in her letter, “Stop waiting for more funerals. Do something now.” 
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