Convicted paedophile avoids deportation to Pakistan due to fatwa threat
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A recent legal development in Scotland has brought attention to the ongoing complexities surrounding the deportation of sexual offenders, particularly those with connections to foreign countries. Jamil Ahmed, a 48-year-old convicted paedophile, has won the right to remain in the UK after arguing that a fatwa – a formal ruling in Islamic law – has been issued against him in Pakistan, where his criminal history is widely known due to media coverage. His case reflects broader issues of human rights, familial ties, and the potential dangers faced by deported individuals in their countries of origin.
Ahmed, who has been residing in Scotland since 2002, has a troubling criminal record that includes multiple convictions for sexual offences against minors. His first conviction in 2008 involved unlawful sexual activity with a teenage girl, which led to a probation order and community service. However, a more serious conviction followed in 2013, when he was sentenced to 42 months in prison for sexually assaulting two girls aged 13 and 15.
Despite being ordered to leave the UK due to his criminal background, Ahmed has contested this decision by asserting that his removal would violate his human rights, particularly his right to a family life. His arguments have gained traction in recent months as legal discussions considered the potential reprisals he might face in Pakistan, including prosecution and violence due to his notoriety.
The Upper Tribunal recently ruled in favour of Ahmed, stating that a previous judge made a legal error in not adequately considering evidence regarding his potential risk of persecution in Pakistan. Testimony from Asad Ali Khan, a legal expert in Pakistani law, indicated that Ahmed could face significant harm upon return, reinforcing the notion that deporting him could breach his human rights under Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights.
This case is not an isolated incident. It underscores a troubling trend within the UK regarding the treatment of convicted child sexual offenders, particularly those whose cases evoke international complexities. In similar cases, members of child grooming gangs from the UK, including the infamous Rochdale gang, have faced deportation to Pakistan after losing appeals against their revocation of British citizenship. These deportations have sparked public outcry and raised questions about the safety of victims and the potential for re-offending, especially given the lack of effective sex offender registries in Pakistan.
Moreover, the Home Office has faced criticism for its responses to such situations, often navigating the delicate balance between upholding human rights and protecting the public from convicted offenders. Concerns have been raised regarding the inadequacies of legal protections available to those facing revenge or persecution on their return to their home countries and the overall effectiveness of the UK's immigration policy in managing such offenders.
Ahmed's case illustrates the ongoing legal struggles faced by individuals with serious criminal backgrounds in the UK who are attempting to evade deportation. The financial burden on taxpayers, illustrated by the £32,500 in Legal Aid Ahmed has reportedly received to fight his case, adds another layer of complexity to the discussion.
As this case returns to court, it serves as a potent reminder of the challenges at the intersection of criminal justice and immigration law, where issues of safety, human rights, and ethical responsibility collide.
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