Conservative council pushes for St George’s Day to become a public holiday amid rising celebrations
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A Conservative-run council has formally requested that April 23, the day commemorating England's patron saint, St George, be recognised as a public holiday. The motion received overwhelming support, passing with 34 votes in favour, three against, and 15 abstentions during a council meeting. James Bensly, the cabinet member responsible for the environment, who led the motion, stressed the day’s "deep historical and cultural significance," suggesting that a national bank holiday would enable communities to celebrate their heritage and English history more profoundly.
This request comes at a time when public enthusiasm for St George’s Day appears to be on the rise. Reports indicate a significant increase in celebrations and events dedicated to this day, with a recorded 35% rise in activities across England observed in 2025. This resurgence reflects a growing pride in English heritage, spurred on by advocacy groups such as St George's Holiday, which are actively campaigning for the recognition of the day as a statutory bank holiday.
However, the proposal is not without detractors. Among those who voted against the measure were Liberal Democrat councillors Dan Roper and Steve Riley, as well as Conservative Barry Stone. There is a broader context of debates surrounding national identity and inclusivity that complicates the call for a St George's Day holiday. While some residents express pride in celebrating their national identity—drawing comparisons to other national holidays such as the US's Fourth of July—others caution against narrowing the narrative of England’s cultural landscape, acknowledging the country’s multicultural fabric.
The sentiment echoed across various boroughs illustrates a divided view on the matter. Other councils, like Basildon, had previously celebrated St George’s Day with events, highlighting a community spirit rooted in shared history, while larger municipalities like Nottingham have had to scale back their celebrations due to logistical concerns and rising costs. This reduction in visibility raises questions about whether calls for a bank holiday might inadvertently undermine the very traditions they aim to promote.
Public sentiment seems to align heavily with the notion of recognition, as evidenced by over 75,000 signatures gathered on a petition advocating for St George's Day to share a status akin to St Andrew’s Day in Scotland and St Patrick’s Day in Northern Ireland. Nonetheless, political shifts impact this movement significantly. The Labour Party, having previously pledged to establish such a holiday under Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership, has since abandoned this commitment, a decision attributed to current leader Sir Keir Starmer's intention to depart from former policies.
As discussions continue to unfold, the fate of St George's Day as an official bank holiday remains uncertain, resting not only on public and political support but also on deeper reflections about national identity in a diverse England. The council’s advocacy could reignite a larger conversation about traditions and their place in a country increasingly defined by its rich tapestry of cultures.
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