Jeremy Clarkson’s pub baffles diners with no ketchup, cola and £5.50 pints

[image: ]
Diners at Jeremy Clarkson's pub, The Farmer's Dog, have found themselves perplexed by the establishment’s unconventional approach to its menu. Since its opening last year, the pub has garnered praise for its atmosphere and commitment to high-quality British produce, yet some visitors have left baffled by the absence of widely-expected staples like ketchup and Coca-Cola. This distinctive policy aims to bolster local farms but has left some patrons scratching their heads.
Clarkson’s philosophy hinges on the belief that diners should enjoy only the best of what Britain has to offer, aligning with his vocal support for local agriculture. However, the decision to forgo certain products has proven contentious. One patron remarked on the limited drink options, noting, "drinks are limited, no cola, pepsi, lemonade or coffee." Another diner’s experience was marred by the inability to secure even a modest request for pepper, with staff responding simply, “sorry no.” Such limitations have prompted comments reflecting discontent, with some visitors expressing respect for the pub's commitment but calling the exclusions “extreme.”
Ironically, Clarkson's adherence to his strict business model could actually cost him significantly. In one of his columns, he noted that the insistence on using solely British ingredients could result in a loss of about £10 for each diner, as local produce bears higher prices than its international counterparts. Despite this, he candidly admitted that he wasn't motivated purely by profit: “I just filled my heart with hope,” he wrote, while casually dismissing the idea of charging what would be necessary to cover costs.
The pricing at The Farmer's Dog has been another point of contention. Reports indicate that customers have noted a lack of displayed prices, raising eyebrows over the potential for high bills. One visitor highlighted that a pint is £5.50, while dishes such as the vegetable and cheddar crumble can set patrons back £15 and the Lancashire hotpot £19. This focus on premium, locally sourced ingredients certainly contributes to the higher prices, but it comes at the risk of alienating some customers who may feel the prices lack transparency.
Adding to the pub's baffling reputation is Clarkson's farm shop, located nearby, which recently made headlines for offering a pie priced at an astonishing £199.99. A viral video showcasing the pie sparked widespread media attention and public outrage, particularly when it was later clarified that the pie was not for consumption but rather part of a quirky merchandise display. Clarkson sought to dispel confusion surrounding this, emphasising it as an unusual product rather than a culinary offering.
While many have enjoyed The Farmer's Dog for its unique charm and commitment to local sourcing, some have pointed out its shortcomings. Visitors have voiced frustrations not only over the limited beverage offerings but also the lack of vegan options and the high costs associated with the menu. Despite these mixed reviews, it appears that Clarkson's venture continues to attract a significant number of visitors, displaying the allure of his celebrity status, even amid discontent over certain operational choices.
With Clarkson's strong stance on local produce remaining evident, it will be interesting to see how he navigates the ongoing challenges of balancing consumer expectations with his unwavering principles. As he continues to promote British ingredients and support local farmers, he may need to find a middle ground to ensure The Farmer's Dog can satisfy a broader array of diners in the future.
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