Mark Gordon halts testimony as Constance Marten calls prosecutor 'diabolical' in baby death trial
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The trial of Constance Marten and her partner Mark Gordon has shed light on the tragic circumstances surrounding the death of their newborn daughter, Victoria, and the couple's dramatic life on the run. In a courtroom at the Old Bailey, Gordon, who is representing himself, stunned observers by abruptly discontinuing his testimony, stating he would only answer questions deemed relevant. His refusal to respond to prosecution inquiries raised the spectre of inferences being drawn by jurors, as Judge Mark Lucraft KC cautioned him against such a decision.
Marten, 38, had also previously halted her own cross-examination, labelling prosecutor Joel Smith KC as “diabolical” and a “heartless human being.” The couple face serious charges including gross negligence manslaughter and causing or allowing the death of their daughter while living off-grid in a tent on the South Downs. The prosecution posits that Victoria's death—allegedly from hypothermia or smothering—could have been avoided had they not chosen to evade authorities. Victoria's remains were discovered in a shopping bag, hidden in a disused allotment shed, prompting intense media scrutiny and public interest in the case.
Gordon's emotional testimony offered a glimpse into his perspective on the events leading to their daughter's untimely death. He directed blame towards law enforcement for initiating a nationwide manhunt, claiming it precipitated a series of unfortunate decisions that resulted in their drastic measures to avoid detection. “If that manhunt had not begun, things would not have happened,” he insisted, emotionally highlighting his belief in their love for their child. The couple had reportedly been anxious their baby would be taken into care, echoing similar fears linked to their four previously removed children.
Reflecting on their actions during the harrowing period spent on the run, Marten described her daughter’s death as a "horrible accident" that "could've happened to anyone." She maintained she did not expose her child to extreme cold or allow her to overheat, stating, “I did nothing but show her love,” which contradicts the prosecution’s claims that their lifestyle choices directly contributed to Victoria’s untimely death.
As the proceedings unfold, both defendants remain under custody. Earlier, a jury failed to reach a verdict on several serious charges, leading to discussions about a retrial, which may potentially commence in March 2025. This judicial announcement means both Marten and Gordon will remain incarcerated until further legal actions are determined.
The heart-wrenching case has ignited public discourse about parental rights and the intricacies of child welfare, particularly in instances where parents have faced the system in distressing circumstances. By portraying themselves as devoted parents, the couple has attempted to reframe their narrative from being preyed upon by authorities to victims of misunderstandings about their intent and actions.
As the retrial looms, the haunting questions surrounding their daughter’s final moments — and the systemic failures or oversights that may have contributed to her death — are bound to continue attracting attention and eliciting empathy from various corners of society.
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