Norwich judge dismisses charges against woman arrested daily for bus nuisance amid mental health concerns
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Georgina Alderson, a 28-year-old woman from Norwich, has found herself at the centre of a curious narrative involving repeated arrests for attempting to board buses in the city. Her behaviour has led to a series of legal troubles stemming from a community protection notice (CPN) specifically aimed at preventing her from being a public nuisance. This notice, which mandates that she vacate any bus when instructed by bus company staff, has been ostensibly ignored, resulting in her arrest almost daily over a two-week period.
At a recent hearing at Norwich Magistrates’ Court, Alderson's defence solicitor, Anne-Marie Sheridan, advocated for the removal of the CPN. She argued that Alderson's mental health issues, including neurodiversity and autism, rendered her unable to adhere to the stipulations of the notice. This point was underscored by evidence presented from Sergeant Samantha Barwick, who noted that Alderson first came to police attention while sleeping rough at a local hospital. The circumstances surrounding Alderson's behaviours seem to highlight broader issues regarding mental health, the adequacy of community support, and the complexities of enforcing legal orders against vulnerable individuals.
In a contrasting perspective, Katherine Newson, representing the prosecution, asserted that a recent psychiatric evaluation indicated Alderson likely retained the capacity to understand the CPN’s requirements, pointing towards a contentious debate about her autonomy. Deputy District Judge Jacqui Appleton ultimately sided with the defence, deeming the enforcement of the CPN "unreasonable" given her mental health challenges. As a result, the judge dismissed the charges related to the breaches of the notice and even the allegations of theft that Alderson faced.
The situation surrounding Alderson is part of a growing concern within Norwich regarding anti-social behaviour and the enforcement of public order regulations. Other incidents have also come to light, illustrating the police's proactive stance on tackling such issues. For example, in July 2024, local police conducted a crackdown in the city centre that resulted in multiple arrests for breaches of CPNs and other related offences, highlighting a systemic approach to dealing with perceived public disturbances.
Moreover, the conduct of ticket inspectors on local buses has drawn criticism from passengers, who have described them as heavy-handed. Some riders reported feelings of intimidation and have likened the inspectors to "militant" enforcers of transportation regulations. This has raised questions about the balance between maintaining order and ensuring a supportive environment for all users of the public transport system.
Effectively addressing such multifaceted challenges requires cooperation among various stakeholders, including police, local governments, and mental health services. The Norfolk Police have initiated operations aimed at not only curbing anti-social behaviour but also focussing on community engagement within hotspots identified for such activities. The aim is to create a safer, more inclusive environment, particularly for vulnerable groups often caught in the crosshairs of these enforcement actions.
In summary, Alderson’s case not only sheds light on the complexities surrounding individual behaviour and mental health but also mirrors larger systemic issues within Norwich. As local authorities evaluate their approaches to law enforcement and community support, the balance between public safety and individual rights remains a key consideration in fostering a harmonious urban environment.
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