Six members of The Old Time Sailors arrested in human trafficking probe after minibus crash
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A modern investigation into potential human trafficking has thrown the spotlight on a West Country sea shanty band known as The Old Time Sailors. The group, which has gained popularity at events such as Glastonbury, finds itself embroiled in controversy following a minibus crash on the outskirts of Dartmoor. On May 19, police responded to the accident in Tavistock, during which they discovered individuals in the vehicle who may have been victims of exploitation. This has since escalated into a comprehensive investigation by Devon and Cornwall Police, leading to the arrest of six band members.
The police were alerted to the situation at approximately 7:30 AM, prompting a deeper inquiry. It soon emerged that, after the crash, officers conducted a search at a nearby caravan park linked to the band, uncovering eight potential victims of modern slavery. Authorities have confirmed that these individuals are receiving protective support through specialist services. Sergeant Tom Ottley from Devon and Cornwall Police remarked on the delicate nature of the circumstances, stating that safeguarding the identified individuals is a priority.
Compounding the issue, reports have surfaced alleging that some musicians were poorly compensated for their performances, even as the band toured substantial venues across the UK. This troubling aspect brings to light wider issues of exploitation that artists in similar sectors may face. These claims echo past investigations in the region, such as "Operation Triage," which led to the arrest of individuals involved in trafficking operations. That initiative underscored the often-hidden aspects of modern slavery, where vulnerable individuals face harsh working conditions and insufficient legal protections.
The Old Time Sailors, celebrated for their lively performances and traditional songs, have responded to the allegations with fervent denials. They describe themselves as a "family" of musicians committed to sharing collective costs and building community connections through their music. Furthermore, they assert that the accusations stem from a previous falling out with a band member who allegedly instigated a smear campaign against them. In a post published on their social media, they dismissed the claims as "scandalous" and indicative of an "elaborate web of hate."
Despite their insistence on innocence, the unfolding events have drawn significant media attention, and some upcoming shows have been cancelled. Such circumstances raise questions about the darker realities often lurking in the music industry, particularly in contexts where performers may be more vulnerable. The ongoing investigation has sparked conversations about the need for greater awareness and vigilance regarding exploitation in the arts, mirroring sentiments expressed by police officials in the area. 
The overarching problem of modern slavery remains pertinent in various sectors, including artistic communities. Historically, individuals in similar positions—whether actors, musicians, or other performers—have faced significant risks, including the threat of exploitation. The call for vigilance echoes through police efforts, urging communities to remain aware and report concerning activities. 
As discussions continue surrounding the plight of The Old Time Sailors and efforts to safeguard vulnerable individuals, the investigation highlights the critical need to address exploitation and ensure that those involved in the arts are protected and valued for their contributions.
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