British fishermen condemn UK-EU deal allowing EU access to waters until 2038
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The recent agreement between the UK and the European Union has stirred an outcry among British fishermen after it was announced that EU vessels will continue to access UK waters until 2038. Critics, including prominent Brexiteers like Sir Iain Duncan Smith, have expressed their discontent, suggesting that the deal represents a capitulation to EU demands and undermines the sovereignty that many believed would be enhanced post-Brexit. Sir Iain claimed, “It’s a disaster for the British fishing fleet. The French are laughing their heads off,” reflecting a widespread sentiment among those in the industry who feel betrayed by the terms of the negotiation.
This deal emerged from a larger summit aimed at rekindling UK-EU relations after Brexit, where discussions also included trade, security, and mobility. Prime Minister Keir Starmer and EU Commission President Ursula von der Leyen highlighted the stability the arrangement is intended to bring. However, the focus on fishing rights has overshadowed these other agreements, particularly as many fishermen feel their voices have not been adequately represented in this process. Jerry Percy from the New Under Ten Fishermen’s Association captured this sentiment succinctly: “We are, to be blunt, always used to getting screwed.” 
The National Federation of Fishermen’s Organisations echoed this frustration, suggesting that the British government “lost its nerve” in negotiations. By agreeing to allow ongoing EU access to what are viewed as rich fishing grounds, critics argue that the UK has missed a vital opportunity to foster sustainable growth within its own fishing sector. Reform UK deputy leader Richard Tice went so far as to declare, “When Reform win the next general election we plan to ditch this dreadful surrender,” suggesting a pushback against what many consider to be an unacceptable concession.
In counterbalance, a Labour spokesperson dismissed the criticism, asserting that the deal maintains the same Brexit freedoms celebrated by the Conservative Party in 2021. They highlighted that access to fishing rights was consistent with previous agreements and aimed at sustaining the economic vibrancy of Britain’s coastal communities. However, this response has done little to quell the anger within the fishing industry. Industry leaders have expressed that the new terms represent a "horror show," drawing attention to a complex web of anger and resignation among fishermen facing an uncertain future.
The concerns surrounding this renewed access point to broader worries about Britain's post-Brexit trajectory. Opposition figures and some industry advocates fear that the sacrifices made in the fishing sector may serve as a precedent for other areas, leading to future compromises in trade and regulatory matters. As noted by analysts, the concessions around fishing rights will inadvertently reinforce perceptions of the UK as a "rule-taker" in negotiations where it previously sought greater autonomy.
While the government's narrative paints the new fishing arrangements as part of a pragmatic approach to rebuild ties with the EU, the reality on the ground tells a different story. Fishermen, the very individuals whose livelihoods are affected by these decisions, feel increasingly alienated in a process that prioritises broader economic and diplomatic stability over immediate, on-the-ground realities. 
As the focus now shifts towards potential repercussions of this deal, it is clear that the aftermath of these negotiations will linger, shaping not only the future of the fishing industry but also the ongoing dialogue around the principles of sovereignty and autonomy post-Brexit. Whether this agreement will ultimately benefit the UK economy as touted remains to be seen, but for now, the mood among those directly impacted is one of disappointment and disillusionment.
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