Jeremy Clarkson’s Cotswolds pub cleared over quirky drinking game controversy
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In an unexpected twist fitting a reality star turned entrepreneur, Jeremy Clarkson's Cotswolds pub, The Farmer's Dog, recently found itself under police scrutiny for a drinking game that some deemed "irresponsible." This whimsical game, featuring a “beer puppeteer” contraption imported from Germany, raises eyebrows for its unorthodox approach to consumption. Patrons don a shoulder harness connected to levers and pulleys, allowing them to guide a swinging pint of beer into their mouths—a hands-free challenge that inevitably leads to spills and laughter.
A video showcasing this peculiar activity was quickly shared on the pub’s Instagram, amassing over 18,800 views. While some admired the playful spirit of the game, a complaint led to an investigation into whether the pub was violating local licensing laws. Fortunately for Clarkson, local authorities, after examining the situation alongside police licensing officers, concluded that the game did not contravene any regulations. Andrea Thomas, the licensing officer for West Oxfordshire District Council, affirmed that the game was viewed more as a promotional activity rather than an irresponsible venture, quipping that it contributed positively to the pub's appeal.
Clarkson, who has built a robust reputation from his days as a Top Gear presenter, seems to have embraced his role as a publican with enthusiasm. The Farmer's Dog, located near Burford, was opened to offer locally sourced British farmed food and a selection of beverages from his own brand, Hawkstone. The establishment seeks to capitalise on the charming Cotswolds backdrop, attracting visitors for its scenic views over the Windrush Valley, its casual no-reservation policy, and its vibrant garden atmosphere.
In a bid to expand its appeal further, Clarkson has faced challenges beyond just playful antics. In a separate ongoing planning dispute, Clarkson is attempting to secure permission to enlarge the pub's car park, aiming to alleviate traffic congestion caused by high visitor numbers. This proposal has stirred objections from local councils, who express concerns regarding potential impacts on the nearby ancient burial site. Clarkson’s planning agent argues that the required changes are minor and fall within permitted development rights, suggesting a balancing act between enhancing accessibility and respecting local heritage.
Despite facing potential hurdles, The Farmer's Dog has become a popular destination, attracting sizeable crowds eager for not just food and drink, but also for an experience that ties back to Clarkson's larger-than-life persona. However, as the pub thrives, it is not without its tribulations; significant losses from patrons stealing glasses have led to the introduction of anti-theft measures, further complicating the business landscape for the new publican.
Ultimately, Clarkson’s foray into the hospitality industry serves not only as a unique undertaking but also evokes a sense of the entrepreneurial spirit that has marked his career—from racing cars to serving pints in a rustic pub. The juxtaposition of complaints about irresponsible drinking games and the charm of a rural pub reflects the challenges of navigating public perception while maintaining a fun and engaging atmosphere.
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