Man charged with 18 counts of arson after Dorset car fires causing £170,000 damage
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A man has been charged with 18 counts of arson following a series of devastating car fires in Dorset, which caused considerable damage and left families in distress. David Giddins, 45, appeared at Poole Magistrates' Court, where he did not enter a plea. The alleged crimes occurred during the early hours of May 15, 2023, when emergency services received a barrage of calls reporting multiple vehicles ablaze in Broadstone, Wimborne, and Merley. The attacks resulted in an estimated £170,000 worth of damages across 18 vehicles and several properties.
The scene drew a swift response from local emergency services as residents were awakened by crackling flames and loud explosions. Witnesses remembered the night vividly, with one describing the town as resembling a "war zone" by daylight, littered with the charred remains of vehicles. Notably, the Willett Arms pub and an adjacent flat were among the properties affected; the costs incurred by the pub alone were reported to be around £11,000, while the flat's damage totalled £76,000.
Among the harrowing accounts of the incident, a local NHS nurse named Lisa Dodd was praised for her quick thinking, which likely saved a family from disaster. Upon noticing a flickering light from her bedroom, Dodd rushed outside to find a Ford Ka engulfed in flames near a flat occupied by a mother and her two daughters. Reacting swiftly, she banged on their window and alerted the family, enabling them to escape just moments before the fire spread further inside the property. "If I had been a minute later, the fire would have spread," she recounted, highlighting the near-tragic timing of her intervention.
In the aftermath, community support surged for those affected. Fundraising efforts aimed at helping the family displaced by the fire have already raised significant contributions as neighbours rallied to assist them in recovering their losses.
The investigation into the arson was met with heightened police presence in the area, leading local authorities to urge residents to remain vigilant. Appeals for information were widely circulated, encouraging anyone with CCTV or dashcam footage from the night of the fires to come forward and assist with the investigation. As the case progresses to Bournemouth Crown Court, where it has been referred for further proceedings, the community remains on edge, grappling with the impact of these attacks.
As Giddins awaits his next court appearance, the local population continues to rally together in the face of a crisis, demonstrating resilience in the wake of an unsettling event that has left a significant mark on the community of Dorset.
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