Samantha Kane challenges community council dissolution amid fierce local divide in Sutherland
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A self-styled lady of the manor is embroiled in a legal dispute following the disbandment of her local community council in Sutherland. Samantha Kane, a barrister and the owner of the historic Carbisdale Castle, is vehemently contesting the decision by the Ardgay and District Community Council, claiming it is rooted in bias against her. Following a meeting which saw the council unanimously vote for dissolution, Kane has announced plans to petition Scotland's top court, arguing that her human rights have been infringed upon and that the meeting was predetermined with the explicit goal of removing her.
Kane, who affectionately refers to herself as Lady Carbisdale, purchased the dilapidated castle in 2022 for £1.2 million. Since acquiring the property, she has invested millions in its restoration, envisioning it as a destination for paying guests that could also revitalise the local economy. However, her relationship with the community has been fraught with tension. Following the council's decisive move to dissolve in a recent meeting attended by around 150 people, she voiced her outrage, describing the gathering as a “lynch mob” and asserting that many attendees were not even eligible voters in the community.
This incident is not an isolated one; it reflects a deeper rift between Kane and local residents, exacerbated by her controversial comments regarding the community’s readiness for a transgender custodian of the castle. At a previous council meeting, reports of homophobic remarks directed at her surfaced, prompting police involvement. This climate of tension ultimately led to the council's disbandment. Kane's contributions to the community, particularly her intent to restore the surrounding land, have been overshadowed by complaints about her conduct during meetings. Council Chairman Les Waugh has previously described her behaviour as "appalling," likening it to that of a child throwing a tantrum.
Kane has also faced allegations of bullying and transphobia from residents, prompting her to label the hostile environment as a "campaign of bullying." With her commitment to restoring the castle and creating job opportunities in the area, Kane's vision includes a conference at the castle aimed at fostering dialogue and healing divisions within the community. She maintains that the castle's historic status should be preserved for future generations, voicing her desire to be part of a constructive solution.
Despite being embroiled in legal proceedings, Kane's ambitions for Carbisdale Castle remain intact. She recently acquired an adjoining plot of forest land, a strategic move believed to facilitate her long-term restoration plans. However, the evolving dynamics within the council reveal ongoing skirmishes and a persistent divide, raising questions about governance and representation in this small Highland community.
The convoluted saga surrounding Samantha Kane and the Ardgay and District Community Council highlights broader societal trends around inclusivity and identity, particularly in rural settings. As she continues to navigate these disputes, Kane's story encapsulates the complex interplay of wealth, identity, and community within modern Scotland. 
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