TikTok lawyer Akhmed Yakoob charged with money laundering as court date nears
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Controversial TikTok lawyer Akhmed Yakoob has recently come under scrutiny following allegations of money laundering. The 37-year-old solicitor and accountant Nabeel Azfal, aged 38, face accusations from the National Crime Agency for activities spanning from February 2020 to January 2021. They are charged with money laundering, encouraging money laundering, and failing to apply necessary customer due diligence measures in a business context. Yakoob is set to appear in Westminster Magistrates’ Court on June 17, as he attempts to navigate these serious allegations.
In a defiant response circulated through his substantial social media following of 211,000, Yakoob dismissed concerns with a post stating, “Today’s newspapers are only going to be used to wrap up tomorrow’s bag of chips. All is well. Alhamdulillah. Remember that.” This attitude is consistent with his online persona, where he often emphasises that "there is a defence for every offence," aiming to educate his audience on legal rights and justice reform.
Yakoob’s career began in earnest after his graduation from the University of Wolverhampton, where he earned his law degree. A qualified solicitor since May 2014, he is currently a director at Maurice Andrews Solicitors in Birmingham. His commitment to social justice and fair representation, motivated by personal experiences related to violent crime, has also propelled him into political life. Yakoob stood as an independent candidate in last year's West Midlands mayoral election, securing nearly 70,000 votes—enough to finish third behind leading candidates from the Labour Party and the Conservatives. He also narrowly lost to Labour MP Shabana Mahmood in the Birmingham Ladywood constituency election, obtaining 33% of the vote.
Despite his legal undertakings and political aspirations, Yakoob's candidacy has been marred by controversy. Notably, he has faced backlash for past comments considered misogynistic and after sharing a doctored viral video that falsely accused a teacher of racism. Following the incident, he paid damages to the affected teacher, indicating a willingness to rectify the harm caused. Furthermore, his public endorsement of figures like George Galloway—a politician with a divisive reputation—has intensified debates surrounding his political alignment and the potential ramifications for his campaign.
Yakoob's positions on contentious political issues, including his pro-Palestinian stance and his defence of various global justice causes, have garnered significant attention online. His comments on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and domestic issues reflect a growing discontent within parts of the British electorate concerning established political norms. However, his remarks about domestic violence, claiming that "70 per cent of hell is going to be women," have drawn strong criticism for their insensitivity, forcing him to issue public apologies and reaffirm his commitment to advocating against misogyny.
As Yakoob prepares to face the accusations in court, his future in politics remains uncertain. His blend of legal practice and social media influence makes Yakoob a figure of interest in a landscape increasingly shaped by digital communication and public engagement, yet his controversial statements continue to overshadow his professional resume.
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