Chris Packham revives musical Easter eggs for Springwatch’s 20th anniversary
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Chris Packham is set to reignite his tradition of embedding song titles into the upcoming series of "Springwatch," which returns for its 20th anniversary. The popular nature show will air live from the scenic Longshaw Estate in the Peak District, featuring Packham alongside Michaela Strachan and Iolo Williams in Northern Ireland. Packham has long enjoyed incorporating lyrics from iconic bands, a unique twist that has delighted viewers over the years.
Reflecting on his early days with "Springwatch," Packham revealed to MailOnline that he originally clandestinely wove in references from bands such as The Smiths, David Bowie, and The Clash. He recounted how this practice became somewhat of an expectation among fans, leading him to eventually retire the technique due to a sense of monotony. However, for this milestone anniversary, he decided to re-engage with the concept, promising to include five or six titles from a yet-to-be-disclosed band. 
Fans of the show have noted his knack for cleverly blending musical references with wildlife commentary. For example, during a previous broadcast, he referred to a bird being fed by its mother as “a case of Bigmouth Strikes Again,” demonstrating his innovative approach. Notably, many viewers have compiled highlights of his musical nods, celebrating his status as a beloved figure in wildlife broadcasting.
Packham's inventive style is not limited to just music; he has also crafted narratives resonant with historical themes, as seen in his inclusion of Second World War film titles during Autumnwatch 2014. His versatility has captured the imaginations of nature lovers, who find added joy in hunting for these musical Easter eggs within his commentary.
Despite the celebratory nature of this anniversary, Packham has expressed concerns regarding the future of wildlife in the UK. Recently, he has been vocal about the dwindling budget for "Springwatch," branding the UK as one of the most nature-depleted countries globally. "Springwatch will always be needed," he asserted in an interview with Radio Times, underscoring the importance of the show in raising awareness about biodiversity and environmental issues.
As "Springwatch" prepares to celebrate its two decades on air, audiences can expect an engaging mix of wildlife updates, heartfelt commentary, and, of course, the signature musical references that have become a hallmark of Packham's hosting style. The series will air from May 26 to June 12, with episodes broadcast every Monday to Thursday.
Ultimately, Packham's inclusive approach not only enriches the viewing experience but also signals an underlying call to action for conservation, reminding audiences of the fragility of the natural world amidst cultural celebrations. 
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