Liverpool parade marred by vehicle attack injuring dozens after Premier League victory
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On 26 May 2025, Liverpool was jolted by a tragic incident that unfolded amidst the joy of a parade celebrating Liverpool F.C.'s recent Premier League title victory. A 53-year-old man drove his vehicle into a large crowd of supporters, injuring nearly four dozen people, and resulting in the hospitalisation of 27 individuals, including four children. The celebration, which had gathered an estimated one million fans in the city centre, turned grim within moments as the vehicle struck pedestrians near Water Street shortly after the club's victorious procession had passed.
Merseyside police, who swiftly detained the driver at the scene, have confirmed that they are leading the investigation, supported by the North West counter-terrorism unit. Initially, counter-terrorism officers were engaged as a precautionary measure to establish the motive behind the collision. However, authorities confirmed that the incident is not believed to be connected to terrorism, asserting that the driver acted alone. Visual accounts shared on social media captured the moment of chaos, showing the vehicle ploughing into the crowd, with some fans being thrown into the air.
The scene was quickly secured by emergency services, who responded to the horrifying situation with urgency. Notably, four individuals reportedly became trapped under the vehicle, requiring immediate rescue by firefighters. Eyewitnesses recounted how the driver appeared to stop briefly before accelerating into the crowd again, igniting chaos as fans attempted to confront him.
As the shocking reality of the incident settled in, sentiments of solidarity emerged from both the local community and the broader football world. Major clubs, including rivals Manchester United and Everton, expressed their condolences and support for Liverpool F.C. and those affected. Kenny Dalglish, a thriving symbol of the club's heritage, echoed the sentiments of unity, invoking Liverpool’s anthem, “You’ll Never Walk Alone,” to encapsulate the mood of communal support in the face of adversity. The Premier League and FIFA also issued statements of sympathy, further embedding the incident in the collective concerns of the sporting community.
The parade had been a festive occasion, marking Liverpool's record-tying 20th Premier League title, the first that could be celebrated publicly since the pandemic restrictions. It encapsulated a long-awaited moment of triumph, but the devastating turn of events cast a "very dark shadow," as described by Liverpool city council leader Liam Robinson. He emphasised that while the city had come together to celebrate sport, it now faced a deep and unsettling reality.
In the wake of the incident, politicians across the spectrum, including Prime Minister Keir Starmer, condemned the events, labelling them "appalling." Calls for support and appreciation of the emergency services’ rapid response were echoed by multiple leaders, as messages of hope were circulated to uplift those affected during this troubling time. Liverpool FC, in a show of compassion, confirmed that they would provide support to the victims and continue to assist ongoing investigations.
Liverpool's rich history is intertwined with moments of both glory and tragedy, drawing painful parallels to past incidents such as the Heysel and Hillsborough disasters. As the community grapples with this latest sorrow, the outpouring of support stands as a testament to the enduring spirit of the club and its fans, reminding all of the solidarity inherent in the world of football, especially in times of sorrow.
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