Maids Moreton housing plans stall as sewage system reaches breaking point
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In the serene village of Maids Moreton, located on the edge of Buckingham in southern England, community life is overshadowed by a pressing dilemma. With plans already approved for the construction of 153 new homes alongside the existing 350, the local infrastructure is facing a significant challenge. Central to this issue is the longstanding overcapacity of the village's sewage works, raising urgent questions regarding the sustainability of such development in light of inadequate wastewater management.
The local sewage treatment facility has struggled with overcapacity for years, and residents are concerned about the implications of connecting new homes to a system that is fundamentally unable to cope. This situation presents a stark choice: either leave the new homes unoccupied until the wastewater treatment system is upgraded, delaying community expansion, or allow the homes to be connected and occupied, risking increased pollution in the nearby Great Ouse river.
Kate Pryke, a local campaigner, articulates the frustration felt by many residents: “You wouldn't dream of building a house that you couldn't connect to electricity, or that was never going to connect to a road. But for some reason, we’re building houses that have nowhere to treat the sewage.” This sentiment reflects broader concerns shared across England regarding the grave state of sewage infrastructure, which must be addressed to meet the government's ambitious target of constructing 1.5 million new homes in the current parliamentary term.
The dilemma in Maids Moreton is not an isolated case. Approximately 30 miles away in Oxford, the situation has escalated to the point where the Environment Agency has intervened by objecting to all new development due to worries about sewage capacity. This has resulted in a standstill affecting the approval of up to 18,000 new homes, putting significant pressure on local authorities and developers alike. Some stakeholders have gone as far as branding the city as "uninvestable" due to these infrastructural fears. Recently, upgrades to the Oxford Sewage Treatment Works were announced, which could alleviate some of these concerns and pave the way for new housing to be built by 2027.
The pressing need for upgraded facilities has garnered attention from environmental groups as well. Justin Neal, a solicitor at Wildfish, an environmental charity advocating against river pollution, indicates that the issues plaguing Maids Moreton and Oxford may be prevalent across England and Wales. Indeed, Wildfish has been granted permission for a judicial review at the High Court, challenging the planning permission for the Maids Moreton development. They argue that this case highlights a critical gap between proposals for new housing and the existing sewage infrastructure’s capacity.
The situation echoes warnings from numerous campaigners throughout the country who urge for greater investment in sewage treatment facilities before allowing new developments to proceed. In regions such as Oxfordshire, the Cotswolds, and Cumbria, local councils have begun demanding that conditions be imposed to ensure sewage works are upgraded prior to occupation of new homes, signalling a growing recognition of the vital connection between housing development and infrastructural capability.
While there are some positive developments elsewhere—such as the recent approval of plans to expand the Market Drayton Sewage Treatment Works, intended to accommodate a growing population and improve water quality—these initiatives underscore the urgent need for a coordinated response to the multifaceted infrastructure challenges facing much of England. 
In Maids Moreton, the stakes could not be higher. As the village grapples with the implications of its proposed expansion, the outcome may serve as a bellwether for similar challenges elsewhere, reflecting the crucial intersection of environmental sustainability and community development in the pursuit of new housing.
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