Miss England Milla Magee's harassment claims challenge Miss World pageant culture
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The recent allegations made by Milla Magee, Miss England, regarding her experience at the Miss World 2025 pageant in Hyderabad, have sparked significant controversy and debate. Magee withdrew from the competition just days before the finale, claiming that participants were expected to entertain middle-aged male investors, describing the environment as one that made her feel “like a prostitute.” Her comments have raised broader questions about the relevance and ethical stance of beauty pageants in the modern era.
Magee initially cited personal reasons for her departure, but later articulated deeper concerns about the pageant's outdated practices. In an interview with a UK tabloid, she expressed discomfort with being made to sit with male guests, stating, “I didn’t come here to be farmed out for people’s entertainment." According to Magee, the treatment meted out to contestants was disrespectful and patronising. In light of these claims, the Miss World Organisation swiftly denied any wrongdoing, labelling Magee's assertions as “false and defamatory.” Julia Morley, the organisation's CEO, highlighted that Magee had requested to leave due to a family emergency, asserting that her departure had been handled with care and compassion.
The Miss World Organisation has since taken steps to counter Magee’s claims by releasing unedited videos from her time in India, depicting her expressing gratitude for the opportunities she received during her stay. This move aims to provide a counter-narrative to Magee's allegations, with Morley stating that these clips reveal a starkly different account of her experience.
Adding another layer to the controversy, Jayesh Ranjan, a senior official in Telangana, conducted an internal inquiry into the allegations. Ranjan reported that CCTV footage from the evening in question illustrates a different reality—one where Magee was seen at a table with a senior government officer and his family, rather than engaging in any inappropriate entertainment scenarios. The inquiry found shared experiences among other contestants to be "completely contrary" to Magee's claims, with the only grievance being an overwhelming number of requests for selfies, which was reportedly perceived as excessive but not sinister.
In stark contrast to the controversies surrounding her withdrawal, Magee has actively sought to modernise the pageant scene. Her initiative to replace the traditional swimwear round in the Miss England pageant with a ‘CPR Queen’ challenge has garnered considerable attention. This challenge evaluates contestants on their ability to perform life-saving techniques, a move that Magee believes promotes practical skills over outdated representations of beauty. Her advocacy for making CPR training mandatory in UK schools has drawn support, including the endorsement of Prince William, who commended her efforts at raising awareness for life-saving skills.
Magee's push for reform within beauty pageants reflects a growing desire among participants and stakeholders for a shift away from traditionally superficial elements towards more meaningful contributions. Her own experiences with body image and her role as the first plus-size Miss England further highlight her commitment to encouraging confidence and authenticity among young women. As she navigates both the complexities of the pageant world and her advocacy work, the implications of her allegations may result in a pivotal reflection on the future trajectories of such competitions. 
In the wake of these events, the pageant community is faced with a reckoning on how to address concerns of empowerment, dignity, and relevance in an ever-changing cultural landscape, making Magee's journey a focal point in this ongoing dialogue. 
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