Four Just Stop Oil activists jailed over foiled Manchester Airport protest plot
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Four activists aligned with the climate campaign group Just Stop Oil have been sentenced to prison after being found guilty of conspiracy to cause public nuisance at Manchester Airport. The individuals, identified as Indigo Rumbelow, 31, Daniel Knorr, 23, Leanorah Ward, 22, and Margaret Reid, 54, were apprehended last August while preparing to disrupt airport operations. Equipped with tools such as heavy-duty bolt cutters, angle grinders, and glue, they planned to breach the airport’s perimeter and glue themselves to the taxiway as part of their protest against fossil fuel extraction.
The group had been arrested close to the airport, and during the investigation, authorities discovered not only the aforementioned tools but also Just Stop Oil high-visibility vests and a leaflet detailing how to interact with the police during their actions. Ward was found in possession of a note outlining their intention to inform the police about their activities once inside the airport, illustrating a calculated approach to their protest.
In February, a jury convicted the four individuals of the charges against them, with a fifth defendant acquitted of similar allegations. The sentencing took place after a period of intense scrutiny, with Rumbelow receiving a 30-month prison sentence, while Knorr and both women were sentenced to 18 months each, alongside financial penalties of £2,000 each to cover the costs incurred during the trial.
Detective Chief Inspector Tony Platten, who led the investigation, expressed relief at the sentences, highlighting the disruption's timing, which was deliberately aimed at the peak of the summer holiday season. He stated, “People work hard for their time off, and we have a duty to ensure they can enjoy it without fear or disruption.” Meanwhile, Rad Taylor from Manchester Airport reiterated the risks posed by such protests, asserting that the actions would have jeopardised the safety of countless passengers.
In a statement following the sentencing, Knorr articulated the urgency of climate action, remarking that the worsening conditions of climate change compel individuals to act despite the repercussions. He stated, “People are taking action because they are terrified of what rising temperatures and food shortages will mean for them and for their kids.” Ward echoed this sentiment, emphasising her concerns about food security in light of climate-related warnings, as she stated, “I acted because doing nothing is unthinkable and because the science is clear. We have no other option.”
Such incidents have raised questions about the treatment of climate activists within the legal system. Recently, a separate case highlighted public perceptions of the justice afforded to protesters, with courts in the UK reconsidering sentences that might be seen as overly harsh. This echoes broader discussions about balancing the right to protest with public safety and the operational integrity of essential services such as airports.
These developments in the long-standing dialogue concerning climate activism suggest a complex interplay between individual rights and societal obligations, with Just Stop Oil continuing to assert that their actions are critical for raising awareness on the imminent threat posed by climate change. As they call for a treaty to cease fossil fuel extraction by 2030, the ramifications of their activism remain a focal point of public and legal scrutiny.
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