Wrongful deportation of Windrush generation member Gersham Williams revoked after nine years in Jamaica
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Gersham Williams, a member of the Windrush generation, has had his wrongful deportation order revoked, marking a significant development in a saga that has highlighted the injustices faced by many in this community. Williams, now 74, first arrived in the UK in 1961. After serving a sentence connected to a firearms conspiracy conviction, he was deported to Jamaica in August 2016 despite being eligible for indefinite leave to remain due to his early arrival in the UK, prior to the Immigration Act of 1971. This act granted the right to stay for many Commonwealth citizens who had settled in Britain.
Despite believing he required no British passport—as Jamaica, at the time, was part of the Commonwealth—Williams found himself exiled from a country where he had spent the majority of his life. His situation was made worse by the revelation that he had not only been wrongly deported but had also suffered poor health while living in Jamaica, where he faces significant neurological and urological challenges. Williams’s case mirrors that of Winston Knight, another member of the Windrush generation, who similarly lived in the UK for decades and faced deportation, only to have his order revoked recently as well.
Jacqueline McKenzie, Williams's solicitor, has voiced concerns that there may be many more individuals like Williams, who have been unjustly affected by the Home Office's actions. She advocates for intensified efforts to contact and support those Commonwealth citizens who arrived before January 1973 and were subsequently deported. McKenzie has also demanded a statutory inquiry to address the ongoing impacts of the Windrush scandal, seen as vital for acknowledging the historical and institutional failings of the UK government.
The ramifications of the Windrush scandal have been deeply felt, with parliamentary committees previously condemning the Home Office’s treatment of Windrush members as "shocking." The Home Secretary has faced legal challenges surrounding her attempts to abandon key reforms initially aimed at remedying the injustices and improving the experience of affected individuals within the immigration system. A court ruling declared that decisions to dismiss the appointment of a migrants’ commissioner and discontinue reconciliation programs were unlawful, echoing the need for meaningful reforms within the Home Office.
The broader context of the scandal reveals a systemic failure, with numerous cases of wrongful detention, denial of rights, and threats of deportation. The government has acknowledged the complexities surrounding the wrongful deportation of individuals, suggesting that at least 63 people from the Windrush generation may have been affected, according to a prior admission by a former Home Secretary. This ongoing reckoning demonstrates the urgency for accountability and the implementation of policy changes aimed at ensuring justice for those wrongfully removed from their homes.
While the Home Office has decided to revoke Williams's deportation, he is caught in a precarious situation. A letter from officials warns him that he could still face imprisonment upon his return, due to the conditions of his previous sentence. Speaking from Jamaica, a defiant Williams expressed his desire for acknowledgment and assurance from the UK government regarding his safe return as a free man. He noted: “I want to get an assurance from the UK government that I can come back here as a free man. I have not committed any crimes in my nine years in Jamaica. My priority is freedom of movement.”
Williams’s story is not just personal but emblematic of a larger struggle. His engagement in political activism, alongside figures such as Winnie Mandela, underscores his commitment to social justice and community empowerment. He was involved in initiatives that supported young Black individuals facing police harassment, demonstrating a long-standing dedication to advocacy and the pursuit of equality. As he continues to call for justice, it is clear that the legacy of the Windrush generation remains an urgent issue, demanding attention and corrective measures to heal the wounds of an unjust past.
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