Hertfordshire farming family to relocate to France amid Labour’s inheritance tax reforms
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A farming family from Hertfordshire is leaving the UK for France, driven largely by the Labour party’s proposed reforms to inheritance tax (IHT). Jo Franklin, who has spent a lifetime in agriculture alongside her husband Rob, claims their sheep dairy business has become unsustainable under current conditions. "We’re passionate about what we do and very good at it. But since the new Government came in, we’ve realised our business isn’t viable anymore," she shared. With a five-bedroom farmhouse and a 64-acre smallholding that houses 300 milking ewes, the Franklins decided that relocating to Limousin, renowned for its beef farming, was their best path forward.
The family's sentiments echo a growing concern among British farmers, particularly regarding the looming changes to inheritance tax. According to the government's proposal, farms valued over £1 million will face a punitive 20% tax upon transfer, a shift from long-standing tax exemptions for agricultural properties. Campaigners including the Daily Express’s Save Britain’s Family Farms initiative argue this policy will cripple family-run operations, making intergenerational transfer of land increasingly unattainable. While the government maintains that three-quarters of farmers will not be affected, sceptics suggest these figures oversimplify a complex reality. The reforms, which critics label as a "hammer blow," come at a time when farmers are already grappling with challenges brought on by climate change and Brexit, further complicating the landscape for agricultural enterprises.
As Jo Franklin noted, the shift in government sentiment since Labour's recent election has altered perceptions within the farming community. "When this government came in, we sensed the future was not going to be good," she said. For many farmers, the underlying issues of market power and subsidy dependency pose significant barriers to sustainability. Jo highlighted the disproportionate influence supermarkets wield in pricing and demand, while farmers often have little control over their livelihoods. This sentiment is echoed across the agricultural sector, where the struggle for survival is increasingly challenged by fiscal policies that appear to favour large corporations over small, family-run farms.
A broader discussion around land politics also highlights the crippling effects of new tax regulations and Brexit. Analysts are calling for strategic land use planning, particularly as land prices fluctuate due to factors like carbon credit markets. The need for a comprehensive framework that balances food security with environmental sustainability is paramount. As taxes rise, farmers find themselves at risk of losing their businesses entirely, leading many to reconsider their next steps, as demonstrated by the Franklins’ impending move.
Among the potential new destinations for British farmers, France presents a more attractive landscape, particularly in terms of tax and estate planning. French regulations allow for certain beneficial arrangements under the EU succession regulation known as 'Brussels IV', although recent laws may complicate matters for expatriates. The complexities of adapting to a new agricultural milieu in France often require farmers to seek expert advice to mitigate financial risks, especially given the strict forced heirship laws that mandate substantial asset inheritance to children.
As the UK faces increasing scrutiny over its handling of agricultural policy and taxation, the Franklins’ departure is emblematic of a deeper issue. Many fear that without significant reform to support family farms, the landscape of British agriculture will irreparably change, further entrenching corporate power and diminishing rural livelihoods. With the spectre of an impending tax burden looming over farmers, it seems that the call for a reconsideration of the policies is becoming ever more urgent.
With many farming families contemplating similar moves, the question arises: how many more will abandon their roots for a better future abroad if substantive changes aren't made? 
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