Met Police Commissioner warns electronic tagging risks rising crime without extra resources
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Sir Mark Rowley, the Metropolitan Police Commissioner, has raised serious concerns regarding the UK Government's approach towards the use of electronic tagging as an alternative to prison for offenders. In a recent interview, Rowley expressed that such measures would fail to curb re-offending rates, thereby leading to increased workloads for police. The Commissioner articulated that fewer criminals serving time in jail could result in more criminals returning to the streets, creating the potential for a surge in crime, which police forces would have to manage.
The backdrop of Rowley's comments is the Labour Party's recent overhaul of sentencing laws, which includes provisions for early release of certain offenders, including those guilty of violent and sexual offences, based on good behaviour. This paradigm shift will see courts increasingly impose community sentences rather than short prison terms, fundamentally altering the landscape of criminal justice. As part of this strategy, the Probation Service is also set to expand its electronic monitoring capabilities with the acquisition of nearly 30,000 additional devices.
However, the efficacy of electronic monitoring in reducing recidivism is a contentious issue. A comprehensive review by the College of Policing revealed mixed outcomes, noting that while some studies indicated a reduction in re-offending rates, others found no statistically significant difference in comparisons of rearrest or parole violations. Furthermore, this review highlighted that programme design and the technological capacity of the monitoring systems play a critical role in determining effectiveness.
Despite claims that electronic tagging can offer a more rehabilitative approach, particularly in the case of sex offenders where it may deter further offences, experts caution against viewing it as a standalone solution. An examination by the Scottish Government indicated that while there are instances of reduced reoffending among monitored individuals, the evidence remains limited and calls for electronic monitoring to be employed as part of a broader support framework rather than as a replacement for traditional sentencing.
Moreover, the National Audit Office has pointed to significant shortcomings within the HM Prison & Probation Service’s electronic monitoring system, reporting inefficiencies that have led to substantial financial losses. Reports of technological failures and a lack of comprehensive evaluation further complicate the discussion on the viability of electronic tagging as an effective tool for managing offenders and promoting public safety.
With the Chancellor's spending review on the horizon, Rowley and other police chiefs have urged the Government for significant investment in policing to address the rising challenges they are facing. They have articulated that Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer’s ambitions to combat issues such as knife crime and violence against women would be unviable without a substantial increase in resources.
In light of these developments, the current debate over electronic tagging and community sentencing continues to unfold. As police leaders advocate for a reconfiguration of UK policing structures and call for a more resilient system capable of meeting modern challenges, the long-term ramifications of these legislative changes and their potential impact on public safety remain to be seen. The pressing question now is whether the Government will heed these warnings and ensure the necessary resources and research are allocated to create a system that genuinely reduces re-offending while effectively protecting communities.
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