Survivors of Nottingham attacks push for stronger role in public inquiry and reforms
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Survivors of the Nottingham attacks, which claimed the lives of three individuals in June 2023, are actively seeking a more prominent role in discussions surrounding a public inquiry into the incident. Their solicitor, Greg Almond from Rothera Bray Solicitors, revealed that these survivors, including Wayne Birkett and Sharon Miller, have reached out to local MPs and the East Midlands Mayor, Claire Ward, in an effort to establish a unified voice. Their goal is to ensure that the recommendations from the inquiry translate into tangible actions that prevent similar tragedies in the future.
The harrowing incident involved Valdo Calocane, who stole a van from caretaker Ian Coates before using it as a weapon, resulting in the deaths of 19-year-old students Barnaby Webber and Grace O’Malley-Kumar, alongside Mr Coates. The public inquiry, which is set to span two years, has garnered attention following its recent announcement detailing its comprehensive terms of reference aimed at uncovering crucial facts and recommendations.
Calocane, whose mental health issues have been well documented, was diagnosed with paranoid schizophrenia and had previously displayed a pattern of concerning behaviour. A psychiatrist had warned in 2020 that his severe mental illness posed a potential risk to others, a sentiment echoed by family members who lamented systemic failings in his care. Despite this, he was repeatedly discharged back into community care, leading to multiple missed opportunities to prevent the catastrophic outcome.
The findings from an independent review by the Care Quality Commission outlined significant shortcomings in the coordination among mental health services that ultimately contributed to the tragedy. The report highlighted deficiencies in understanding and managing Calocane's risk, underscoring the need for improved integration across healthcare providers to prevent future incidents. Both the families of the victims and mental health professionals are calling for urgent reforms in how such cases are handled.
Wayne Birkett, who sustained life-altering injuries, including severe memory loss and physical incapacitation, and Ms Miller, who copes with significant psychological and orthopaedic impacts, have expressed their desperation for the inquiry to shed light on the failures that allowed Calocane to perpetrate such violence. Mr Almond explained, “They want to draw a line under this terrible incident that’s affected them completely unexpectedly.” Both survivors, previously engaged in productive careers, now face an uncertain path toward recovery and reinstatement in the workforce.
Moreover, the survivors reported feeling sidelined and unsupported in this process. Almond noted their concerns about the lack of coordinated dialogue among various stakeholders, which has left them feeling excluded from discussions essential to their recovery and the broader context of the inquiry. Ms Miller stated, “The inquiry will uncover the truth about all the missed opportunities to stop him... Not a day goes by where I don’t think about what he did.”
As the public inquiry progresses, there are broader implications for community mental health services and the accountability of healthcare providers. The Health Secretary’s acknowledgement of the review's findings indicates a potential shift towards implementing systemic changes within the NHS to ensure no further tragedies occur. The ongoing dialogue among survivors, their representatives, and local officials is critical in fostering a powerful collective voice that resonates on the national stage, advocating for the necessary reforms sparked by this heartbreaking incident.
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