Man charged after car crashes into Liverpool Premier League title parade crowd injuring 79
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The events that unfolded during Liverpool’s victory parade on May 26, 2025, have left the city in shock after a car ploughed into a crowd, injuring 79 people. Paul Doyle, a 53-year-old man from West Derby, has been charged with multiple serious offences, including dangerous driving and several counts of causing grievous bodily harm with intent. This incident occurred as around a million fans gathered to celebrate Liverpool Football Club’s 20th Premier League title, marking a significant moment for both the team and its supporters.
Witness reports and video footage captured the harrowing moment when a grey Ford Galaxy veered into a crowd on Water Street, resulting in chaos and panic as people were thrown into the air and some were trapped beneath the vehicle. Merseyside Police have confirmed that the suspect allegedly followed an ambulance through roadblocks, exacerbating the situation as emergency services were summoned to aid a man experiencing a suspected heart attack. According to the police, although the incident was serious, it has been ruled out as a terrorist act, leading to ongoing investigations into the driver’s intentions.
Doyle, a former Royal Marine and a local business owner, is due to appear in Liverpool Magistrates’ Court after being remanded in custody. His profile reveals he is a married father of three, known in his community as part of a “nice” family. Neighbours describe his children as well-behaved, further deepening the shock felt by those familiar with him. The breadth of the injuries sustained in the incident—ranging from children to adults aged 78—has sparked widespread disbelief across Liverpool and beyond. Seven of those injured were still hospitalised as of Thursday night, with authorities carefully monitoring their conditions.
Merseyside Police have committed to a thorough investigation, which includes reviewing extensive CCTV footage and witness statements. Assistant Chief Constable Jenny Sims has addressed public concerns, stating that they are working diligently to ensure justice is served for the victims. The gravity of the situation has not gone unnoticed at higher levels, with Home Secretary Yvette Cooper visiting the site, and public figures expressing their condolences over the distressing event.
Moreover, the incident has also raised questions about public safety during large events. This was Liverpool’s first public celebration since their previous title win in 2020, which was marred by COVID-19 restrictions. The scale of the gathering, estimated at a million attendees, highlights the challenges faced by law enforcement in ensuring the safety of large crowds while allowing for celebratory events.
As the community processes the aftermath of this incident, the focus shifts to understanding the motivations behind Doyle’s actions. While law enforcement has not yet disclosed a clear motive, the implications of the event are profound, impacting a city that is both proud of its football legacy and its sense of community. 
With the court proceedings set to begin, many are left wondering how such a celebratory occasion could turn so tragic, raising deeper inquiries into the fabric of safety during public gatherings moving forward.
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