Residents of Castle Combe fight back against invasive drone tourism
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In the idyllic surroundings of Castle Combe, often celebrated as one of the UK's most beautiful villages, tensions are rising among residents. The tranquil hamlet in Wiltshire, known for its historic charm and stunning scenery, is grappling with the disruptive impacts of an influx of tourists, particularly those using drones to capture aerial views of its picturesque streets and homes. Residents report feeling increasingly invaded in their own personal spaces as they contend with what has been described as an "invasive" tourist culture.
With a population of approximately 400, Castle Combe is not only popular for its scenic walking routes but has also been featured in major films like Steven Spielberg's War Horse. The surge in visitors, especially in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, has led residents, including former district councillor Nick Botterill, to express frustration at the diminishing quality of community life. He points out that the once peaceful village has become a target for hordes of tourists equipped with drones, provoking complaints about privacy and safety. Botterill contends that drones pose not just a nuisance but a genuine security risk in light of reports of increased local burglaries.
Castle Combe Parish Council is responding to these concerns by erecting signs throughout the village discouraging drone usage. Locals have taken matters into their own hands by placing "no drone" signs in their windows, hoping to dissuade tourists from overlooking their privacy. Yet, despite these measures, the issue persists. Frederick Peter Winup, chairman of the Parish Council, lamented the disruptive nature of drones, recalling a disturbing incident where police were called to address someone filming children in a garden. Such events illustrate a growing unease in a community that prided itself on its tranquillity.
As drone tourism burgeons, the plight of resident Georgina Kingshott aptly encapsulates the community's broader challenge. A post-doctoral scientist who relocated from London seeking peace and quiet, Kingshott describes her current experience as "terrible." She comments on the massive influx of tourists and their intrusive behaviours, which she likens to a beach-like atmosphere during warmer months, and the overwhelming presence of Airbnbs converting homes into transient lodgings. Her sentiments reflect a widespread concern that the cultural fabric of Castle Combe is being eroded as holiday homes proliferate, making it increasingly difficult for full-time residents to thrive.
The situation raises significant questions about the sustainability of Castle Combe's charm in the face of relentless tourism. With local businesses reportedly failing to reap the benefits of this surge, many residents feel that fleeting visitors are more of a hindrance than a boon to the village’s economy. Botterill notes, "They're simply making a nuisance of themselves because they spend an hour and then buzz off," further drawing attention to the temporary nature of many tourists' engagements with the village.
While the current landscape in Castle Combe is one of conflict between locals and transient visitors, the complexities of balancing tourism and community integrity necessitate greater dialogue and potentially regulatory actions. There remains a pressing need to mitigate the impacts of such a surge, ensuring that Castle Combe can retain its essence as a beautiful and peaceful village, rather than becoming a mere backdrop for tourists' memories.
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