Stirling lecturer and Greg James team up for surprising wasp-themed Taylor Swift parody on Radio 1
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A recent unexpected collaboration on BBC Radio 1 saw a Stirling University lecturer, Rebecca Boulton, known affectionately as Becky, team up with DJ Greg James for a memorable live performance. The pair showcased an amusing duet featuring wasp impressions set to the familiar melody of Taylor Swift's hit "Anti-Hero." This playful rendition not only entertained listeners but also highlighted important ecological messages surrounding the often-misunderstood insect.
Becky, a wasp biologist, originally crafted the parody for the Edinburgh Fringe Festival last year, aiming to reshape public perceptions of wasps and to shed light on their crucial role in our ecosystem. “What they don’t know is my sisters and I stopped a famine, so maybe get off of my case,” she sang, cleverly framing wasps as vital contributors to biodiversity. Her portrayal of wasps serves a dual purpose, combining entertainment with education to shift the often negative reputations they carry.
After the performance, Greg James expressed his genuine appreciation, saying, “Becky, that is so good. I love you for that and I love your brain.” His enthusiasm reflects the ethos he has fostered since taking over the Radio 1 Breakfast Show in 2018, which prioritises listener engagement and creating a welcoming atmosphere. James has become known for incorporating wildlife discussions and humorous segments, enriching the show's dynamic and bringing diverse topics to the forefront.
Becky’s journey to this radio performance was serendipitous. As an avid listener of the breakfast show, she was inspired to reach out to Greg after hearing a segment about flies, which rekindled her enthusiasm for her song. The spontaneity of their duet, born from her day-to-day work in wasp genetics, transformed an ordinary lab day into a memorable moment shared with a national audience. Reflecting on this unique opportunity, Becky remarked, “Talking to Greg on Radio 1 and doing a duet of our song was a great opportunity to spread my love for wasps.”
This collaboration not only highlights the blend of science and entertainment but also embodies a growing trend of utilising popular media platforms to advocate for environmental causes. As public awareness of biodiversity issues increases, engaging formats like Becky’s parody can effectively foster a deeper appreciation of often-overlooked creatures. The enthusiastic reception of her performance underscores a potential shift in public attitudes towards wasps and may encourage further dialogue about their ecological significance.
In an anecdotal twist, Becky teased a potential future project—a parody of "Blurred Lines," focusing on the evolution of insect genitalia—indicating that her creative intersection of science and music is far from over. The positive response from both the audience and Greg James suggests that this crossover could become a regular feature, benefitting not just scientific understanding but also the enjoyment of listeners across the country. 
As Greg James continues to innovate on his show, this duet stands out as a shining example of how modern media can amplify vital ecological conversations, all while providing moments of joy and humour to its audience.
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