Controversy grows as Whitby approves Viking-themed bar in historic building
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Whitby, the picturesque seaside town famed for its historical charm and Gothic literary connections, finds itself embroiled in controversy over plans to repurpose a Grade-II listed former ironmongers into a Viking-themed bar. As the cobblestone lanes echo with the sound of tourists, local residents voice their concerns, fearing an encroachment of party culture in an area they cherish for its tranquillity.
The bar, envisioned as a new establishment under Valhalla Ltd, promises an enticing blend of mead and heavy metal, drawing on the Viking theme that has gained traction in popular culture. However, locals are alarmed by the impending transformation, citing potential noise disturbances and an increase in antisocial behaviour. Residents like Gillian Blessed, who has lived in close proximity to the site for 25 years, express visceral apprehension: “I don’t want to have stag and hen parties rolling out onto the street. My husband is not well, and he’s in bed by 9pm.” For many, the stark reality is that the quietude traditionally associated with their town might soon be replaced by the boisterous revelry linked with such venues.
The objections have not been limited to noise. Richard Peake, another resident, noted the absurdity of the bar’s smoking area and its proximity to his own outdoor space, stating, “I just don't understand why the council feels there is a need for another bar or pub in Whitby.” Indeed, local figures indicate that the town already boasts more than 40 such establishments, leading many to question the necessity of yet another venue in a narrow thoroughfare that is only twelve feet wide.
The debate extends beyond mere noise pollution. There is a growing fear among locals that Whitby risks losing its identity as a family-friendly destination. David Wharton, an octogenarian resident, laments the ongoing shifts towards a rather raucous tourism culture: “We want families with their buckets and spades, not drunken adults staggering about.” This sentiment resonates with many who believe that the influx of visitors has turned Whitby into a venue for wild weekends, rather than a sanctuary for peaceful retreats.
Such concerns are further magnified by the recent approval for additional holiday flats, including those in the erstwhile Langley Hotel, a six-storey Victorian landmark. The decision reflects a broader trend towards short-term rentals that has significantly impacted the local housing market. With about one-third of properties now classed as second homes or holiday lets, residents are finding it increasingly difficult to establish a sense of community. North Yorkshire Council has even doubled council tax for second homeowners in an attempt to address these issues, yet locals wonder if more stringent measures are required to rein in the transformation before it is too late.
Despite the outcry, plans for the bar have been granted permission. Vincent Roberts and Matthew Beddingham, co-owners of the Valhalla brand, assert that they intend to preserve the essence of Whitby while injecting their unique concept into the town. They describe their vision as rooted in history rather than as a mere thematic gimmick, aiming to create a venue that strikes a balance between local heritage and night-time entertainment.
As Whitby stands at this crossroads, the outcome of such developments will undoubtedly shape its character for years to come. With protests rising from its inhabitants, the burgeoning divide between tourism and resident satisfaction continues to widen, leaving many to ponder what the future holds for this once-quiet bastion of British coastal culture.
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