Farmer wins planning approval for controversial eco-home amid village dispute

[image: ]
A farmer whose eco-home project has stirred considerable controversy within her picturesque Rutland village has finally achieved a planning victory, granting her retrospective approval to continue her ambitious construction. June Titterton-Fox's home has drawn criticism for its unconventional design, likened to “Teletubby Land” and a “garish Hobbit house.” Her neighbours have been vocal in their opposition, arguing that the dwelling undermines the area's rural charm. 
After a protracted planning struggle, resulting from her original application being rejected in March 2021 due to concerns it would be "visually intrusive" and detrimental to the local character, Titterton-Fox appealed the decision. By May 2022, the Planning Inspectorate overturned the initial refusal, praising the architecture as a "state-of-the-art" development that adhered to the highest environmental standards. Observers noted that the innovative design, intended to blend into the hillside, would have minimal visual impact, yet opposition persisted from a faction of local residents.
Titterton-Fox's retrospective approval follows allegations that she exceeded approved plans by building taller and modifying the structure. At a recent council meeting, it was revealed that she constructed the home 1.2 metres higher than initially sanctioned. Despite local complaints, officials from Rutland County Council opted to work collaboratively with Titterton-Fox rather than pursue enforcement action, a move that has only added to the ire of some residents. 
The tensions surrounding this project have taken a personal toll on Titterton-Fox, who described her detractors as "vicious, horrible people," indicating a significant rift in community relations. Speaking to reporters, she expressed her frustration that open dialogue might have mitigated much of the conflict, likening the scenario to the geopolitical tensions between Russia and Ukraine, and stating, "If we had just sat down and talked, we could have found a solution far sooner."
Residents have expressed profound discontent, with some stating that the home has marred the scenic beauty of the village. Retired publican Julie Healey, a long-term villager, articulated her disbelief at the permission granted, branding the house "out of place" and urging for more landscaping to mask its appearance. Others like Simon and Beverley Jackson, whose home overlooks the development, echoed similar sentiments, concerned about their diminished privacy due to the home’s proximity and design.
Despite the ongoing disputes, Titterton-Fox assured detractors that the construction would eventually be complemented by natural landscaping, including trees and wildflowers, which would help the home harmonise with its environment. She remains hopeful that once completed, the house will be less conspicuous and that the surrounding greenery will restore some sense of privacy for her neighbours.
The saga of Titterton-Fox's eco home is not merely a reflection of personal ambition but also highlights broader tensions around planning regulations and community cohesion in rural England. Recent changes in planning policy have amplified the urgency for local authorities to meet housing demands, complicating the dynamics within villages like Whitwell. The increasing pressure to develop housing could lead to more contentious debates in communities already grappling with shifts in their character and identity.
For now, Titterton-Fox plans to continue the construction, living temporarily in a caravan on site while awaiting the installation of essential utilities. She expressed hope that the completion of her eco-home will lead to a return to normalcy in her community, stating, “Wait until you see the finished house; you won’t even know we’re there.”
The unfolding of this situation not only illustrates the struggle between individual dreams and community standards but also reveals the intricacies of navigating planning complexities in the face of evolving national housing policies. As construction progresses, both Titterton-Fox and her neighbours must reckon with the new reality of their transformed landscape.
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