Trial set for skipper accused of deliberately disturbing dolphins and pilot whales in Aberdeen Harbour
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The trial of Richard Greenhowe, skipper of the fishing vessel Seacab, is scheduled to begin on September 17 at Aberdeen Sheriff Court, where he faces serious allegations concerning the deliberate disturbance of dolphins and pilot whales. Greenhowe, 51, has pleaded not guilty to four charges, with claims that his actions, occurring between June 4 and July 30 of the previous year, put marine life at risk.
According to the allegations, on June 4 at Torry Battery, an area popular among dolphin watchers, Greenhowe is accused of operating the Seacab at high speed towards a pod of dolphins, a manoeuvre that purportedly forced them to flee. A subsequent incident on July 12 allegedly involved him chasing another group of dolphins in Aberdeen Harbour, where he is said to have driven over them “deliberately or recklessly.” Additional charges from July 22 echo similar concerns, with claims he repeatedly drove over a pod at the same location. The fourth charge, the gravest, involves accusations of endangering a pod of pilot whales on July 30, where he allegedly circled and split the pod, ultimately forcing a mother and calf against a harbour wall.
These charges highlight ongoing concerns regarding the interaction between marine vessels and cetaceans. The potential for behavioural disturbances in marine mammals, particularly in areas known for high dolphin activity, is not a new issue. Research shows that noisy human activities can lead to significant disruptions in feeding and breeding behaviours, contributing to long-term population declines. The implications of such disturbances ripple through the marine ecosystem, raising concerns about species survival and the broader impact of human endeavour on delicate marine habitats.
Environmental advocacy groups have long highlighted the vulnerability of cetaceans to human interference. Reports note that many species, including bottlenose dolphins and pilot whales, face not only threats from disturbances like those alleged against Greenhowe but also from pollution and habitat loss. Persistent organic pollutants, such as PCBs, have been documented to bioaccumulate in cetacean populations, resulting in health complications that can affect reproductive success and longevity.
In addition to the legal ramifications for Greenhowe, this case serves as a critical reminder of the ongoing struggle to protect marine environments from anthropogenic impacts. The case underscores a broader narrative on the importance of sustainable practices within maritime activities, posing vital questions about compliance with environmental regulations. As the trial approaches, the outcome may influence not only the future of the accused but also the regulations governing the treatment of marine life.
Greenhowe's next court appearance is set for August, where the court will evaluate whether the case is likely to proceed to trial as scheduled. This crucial step may determine not only his legal fate but also the spotlight it casts on broader issues surrounding marine conservation and the responsibilities of those who navigate the waters alongside vulnerable wildlife.
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