Liz Truss faces backlash over whiskey promo with controversial bare-knuckle fighter

[image: ]
Liz Truss, the former Prime Minister whose tenure lasted a mere 49 days in 2022, has recently stirred public interest by appearing in a promotional video for a whiskey brand owned by notorious bare-knuckle fighter Dougie Joyce. This unusual collaboration, which took place at Scunthorpe United's stadium, has sparked a mix of amusement and criticism given Joyce's checkered history with the law. In the video, Joyce, fresh from a stint in prison, affectionately declares, “Dougie Joyce loves ya,” to which Ms Truss responds enthusiastically, adding, “Liz Truss loves you.” 
Joyce, who gained notoriety for violent incidents including an attack on a 78-year-old man, claims to have turned a new leaf, now focusing on charity efforts. His releases from jail have been marred by further legal troubles; he was involved in violent altercations stemming from longstanding family feuds. Truss’s decision to associate with such a figure has raised ethical questions about her judgement. A source voiced concerns, suggesting her decision reflects poorly not only on her personal brand but also highlights a significant lapse in the usual due diligence expected from someone of her former position. 
According to Truss’s representatives, her attendance was intended to support local regeneration efforts and she did not receive payment for her appearance at the event. Nonetheless, social media reactions have been mixed, with some questioning the wisdom of her association with Joyce given his past. Critics argue that in her current political climate, where public image is crucial, aligning with figures with histories of violence could be detrimental. 
Beyond this controversy, Truss's name has been brought up in less flattering contexts within political discourse recently. Keir Starmer, the Labour leader, has likened the economic proposals put forth by Reform leader Nigel Farage to her discredited mini-budget. This comparison underscores the ongoing scrutiny of Truss’s policies and their lasting impact on her reputation. In a political landscape increasingly defined by these past blunders, the associations and actions of politicians like Truss are observed with heightened caution.
At a recent appearance alongside Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban, Truss continued to advocate for economic policies, a stark contrast to the chaotic economic conditions under her leadership. Those events serve as a stark reminder of her turbulent tenure and the potential ramifications of her every move in the public eye. 
This peculiar venture with Joyce may have seemed like an innocuous show of support for local businesses, but it highlights the precarious nature of political reputations, especially when mingled with controversial figures. As Truss oscillates between public engagements and political discussions, the scrutiny of her past remains an ever-present shadow, influencing public perception and potentially her future political aspirations.
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