Bangladesh issues arrest warrant for Sheikh Hasina's aunt over 2024 crackdown killings
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The political landscape of Bangladesh is undergoing seismic shifts following the recent arrest warrant issued against former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's aunt, who faces heinous charges of crimes against humanity. These allegations stem from her purported involvement in mass killings during a brutal crackdown on anti-government protests in 2024, resulting in the deaths of an estimated 1,400 individuals. In the wake of escalating violence, Hasina fled to India, igniting a diplomatic crisis as her interim government faces calls for retribution from a public emboldened by a vigorous civil rights movement.
Bangladesh's International Crimes Tribunal (ICT) has escalated its inquiries, asserting that Hasina directly orchestrated a campaign of violence against dissenters when her Awami League government faced widespread protests last summer. The Tribunal's prosecutor, Manynul Karim, has articulated allegations that the ousted leader instructed state forces to employ lethal methods against demonstrators, suggesting that attacks included the use of helicopters and drones. The testimony relayed by eyewitnesses has particularly shocked the public, portraying horrific incidents in which protesters were reportedly burned alive.
Hasina's governmental reign has not only been challenged by allegations of human rights violations but also corruption claims that implicate family members in embezzling funds, potentially amounting to £4 billion tied to a controversial nuclear power deal with Russia. This investigation has ensnared Tulip Siddiq, a prominent Labour MP and Hasina’s niece, who resigned from her ministerial position earlier this year amid mounting scrutiny. Siddiq's legal representatives have decried the allegations against her as "targeted and baseless," emphatically denying any wrongdoing while insisting that the inquiries are politically motivated.
Concurrent with these developments, Bangladesh’s interim government, led by Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus, has requested Hasina’s extradition from India. India’s reception of this request is complicated by existing regional tensions and its historical ties with Hasina. The recent calls for her extradition came after thousands rallied in Dhaka, demanding accountability for the violence perpetrated during her time in office. This unrest has led to a series of protests organised by the Anti-Discrimination Student Movement, which not only seeks justice for the victims of state-sponsored violence but also calls for a new political framework in the country.
Despite the increasing pressure from both domestic and international spheres, Hasina remains at large, claiming that she is innocent of the charges and that political opponents, including Yunus, are complicit in the unrest. However, with arrest warrants issued against her and over 40 others linked to her administration, the potential for her return to power appears grim as the interim government seeks to distance itself from past allegations of tyranny and corruption.
The situation remains fluid, with potential implications that may reshape the governance of Bangladesh in the years to come. As the international community observes the plight of Bangladeshi citizens protesting for justice, the intertwining destinies of leaders, their families, and the populace unravel in the face of a burgeoning demand for accountability.
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