Driver jailed for 14 months after A1 police chase wrecks five vehicles and injures seven officers
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A personal trainer has been sentenced to 14 months in prison following a terrifying high-speed chase on the A1 that resulted in a catastrophic collision, wrecking five police cars and injuring seven officers. Judge Tim Gittins, presiding over the case at Newcastle Crown Court, emphasised the miraculous nature of the outcome, noting it was fortunate that no more serious injuries or fatalities occurred during the incident.
Mazyar Azarbonyad, 20, was pursued by police in the early hours of 9 April after they attempted to stop him for speeding and faulty rear lights. During the chase, he reached speeds exceeding 120 mph in his BMW X5, prompting officers to act urgently to prevent further danger. Courtney Redfern, who was with him on a first date, repeatedly urged him to stop, expressing concern for public safety. "In her opinion, she thought he could have killed someone," said prosecutor Jolyon Perks, highlighting the reckless nature of Azarbonyad's actions.
On the night of the crash, Azarbonyad initially pulled over for police but recalibrated his decision and sped off at high velocity. In court, he later described his own driving as “shit,” while attempting to downplay the severity of his behaviour by asserting that the police were in hot pursuit and driving too quickly. Despite his conditional bail release after earlier guilty pleas to dangerous driving and related charges, he continued driving until his arrest at a petrol station, underlining a disregard for the law that extended beyond the fateful night.
The aftermath of the collision was disastrous, leading to severe injuries for several police officers. One officer suffered significant soft tissue damage and nerve injury requiring extended hospital care, while another sustained a deep cut requiring stitches. Four of the seven injured officers remain off work due to the incident. Superintendent Billy Mulligan of Northumbria Police remarked on the sheer recklessness of Azarbonyad’s actions, categorising them as a stroke of luck that no further casualties ensued.
In a broader context, this case serves as a significant reminder of the dangers posed by reckless driving. Authorities later reported that the road was closed for several hours, resulting in widespread traffic disruption. The judge condemned Azarbonyad’s actions, stating it was inappropriate for him to drive, particularly in such a powerful SUV, given his status as a provisional licence holder with deficient driving experience.
Azarbonyad's personal background further adds complexity to the narrative; he emigrated from Iran to the UK at the age of 14 and settled in County Durham, with critics now questioning whether his life experiences contribute to his apparent disregard for the law. Despite his claims of remorse, the serious nature of the event has sparked discussions about vulnerability, accountability, and the potential repercussions on the future trajectory of young offenders engaging in dangerous driving behaviours.
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