Sheikh Hasina faces crimes against humanity charges amid extradition battle
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The recent developments surrounding Sheikh Hasina, the ousted Prime Minister of Bangladesh, have taken a dramatic turn as she faces serious allegations of crimes against humanity. Following her flight to India amidst a violent uprising that led to her removal from power in August 2024, arrest warrants have been issued not only for her but for other high-ranking officials, including former Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan and former police chief Chowdhury Abdullah Al Mamun, who has already been arrested.
The circumstances surrounding these charges are dire. The International Crimes Tribunal (ICT) in Bangladesh alleges that Hasina orchestrated brutal crackdowns on protesters, resulting in an estimated 1,400 deaths during the anti-government protests last summer. These actions reportedly included targeted violence against women and children, as well as the denial of medical treatment to the injured. Eyewitness accounts detail horrific incidents, such as the burning of a wounded protester alive, highlighting the severity of the accusations levelled against her.
Under investigation for a range of human rights violations, Hasina is also linked to broader allegations of corruption related to a £4 billion embezzlement probe involving her family, including her niece, Labour MP Tulip Siddiq. The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) has launched an inquiry into claims that both Hasina and her family illegally allocated state resources and profited from dubious deals. Siddiq has denied these allegations, calling them "targeted and baseless."
International reaction has added layers to the unfolding scenario. Bangladesh's interim government, now led by Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus, has officially requested Hasina’s extradition from India. This request comes amidst rising tensions between India and Bangladesh, particularly as India has received communication regarding the extradition but has yet to comment publicly. The relationship between the two nations complicates matters further, especially given historical ties and recent accusations of human rights violations within Bangladesh.
Public sentiment in Bangladesh appears to be strongly against Hasina, with thousands participating in protests demanding justice for the victims of last summer's violence. Advocacy groups continue to push for a transparent investigation into her actions and those of her affiliates. There are calls for not only her prosecution but also for the disbanding of the Awami League party, which has been accused of fomenting violence to maintain power.
As the situation evolves, the interim administration has pledged to uphold justice, inviting international oversight in what they describe as an urgent need for accountability. The complexities of this case resonate far beyond Bangladeshi borders, intertwining issues of international extradition, human rights obligations, and geopolitical relationships, particularly between India and Bangladesh.
In the coming weeks, the ICT is set to commence proceedings against Hasina and several others accused of orchestrating the violence, with a court date scheduled for June 16, 2025. Should she fail to appear, it may pave the way for a trial in absentia, raising pressing questions about justice, governance, and human rights in Bangladesh.
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