Grandmother suffers fractured skull after collision with speeding cyclist in Worcester
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A 62-year-old grandmother, Janice Hobby-Ford, faces a long recovery after a serious collision with a cyclist left her with multiple injuries, including a fractured skull and a bleed on the brain. The incident occurred on May 23 while she was crossing a heavily congested road near her home in Diglis, Worcester, carrying shopping. As she approached a set of traffic lights, a cyclist, described as "speeding," struck her, sending her crashing to the ground in front of her distressed six-year-old grandchild.
Ms Hobby-Ford was subsequently taken to Worcestershire Royal Hospital, where she spent three nights recovering from her injuries. Her husband, Luke Ford, witnessed the traumatic event unfold and described his shock as he rushed to assist her. “Her eye was swollen, and she was unconscious,” he recounted, highlighting the panic he felt as they quickly sought medical help. Local authorities confirmed that they received a call reporting the incident, and an investigation is currently underway.
Speaking about her harrowing experience, Ms Hobby-Ford expressed her distress both over her condition and the emotional toll it has taken on her family. She noted that she had been looking forward to her son's upcoming wedding, stating, “He could have killed me – I look like a state.” While she initially believed the cyclist fled the scene, she later learned he did stop, though he has not reached out to her since then.
This incident is a stark reminder of the increasing tension between cyclists and pedestrians. Similar cases have surfaced across the UK, raising concerns about road safety. In a separate incident in York, another cyclist was sentenced to eight months in prison after causing serious injuries to a pedestrian while riding recklessly. The cyclist, described as heavily intoxicated at the time, was reprimanded for steering with one hand while managing a bag of dog food with the other. 
The broader issue of cyclist accountability has gained attention in light of recent legislative changes aimed at addressing dangerous cycling behaviour. Following a tragic incident in 2016, where a woman lost her life after being struck by a cyclist, reforms have introduced harsher penalties for cyclists found guilty of causing serious injuries or death. These changes reflect growing demands for increased responsibility amongst all road users to enhance safety for pedestrians.
Moreover, continuous reports of pedestrian injuries from cyclist collisions illustrate the need for further awareness and strict adherence to traffic laws. For instance, in Cambridge, a cyclist admitted guilt for hitting a pedestrian after failing to stop at a traffic signal, resulting in serious injuries to the victim.
As Janice Hobby-Ford begins her recovery at home, she embodies the numerous vulnerable individuals navigating streets shared with cyclists. Her case amplifies the ongoing dialogue about ensuring safer environments for pedestrians and fostering shared responsibility among all road users to mitigate the occurrence of such traumatic incidents.
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