Greater Anglia launches Pride train and boosts support for Norwich Pride 2023
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As Pride celebrations unfold across the nation, Greater Anglia is stepping up its support for the LGBTQIA+ community, notably as the main sponsor of Norwich Pride, set for Saturday, July 29. This initiative aligns with a broader commitment to inclusivity, as the company encourages attendees to utilise its rail services to attend numerous regional Pride events including Suffolk Pride, London Pride, and Southend Pride.
The tapestry of festivities this year is enriched by the visible efforts of Greater Anglia staff, who have adorned stations such as Sawbridgeworth, Stansted Mountfitchet, and Shenfield with a vibrant array of Pride flags and bunting. Lee Ivor Smith, Greater Anglia’s head of customer service south and executive sponsor of the Affinity Group, expressed his pride in seeing the company’s network celebrating acceptance: "It is lovely to travel around our network and see the Pride flags and bunting up to celebrate acceptance and continue to bring communities together throughout June, and in general as Pride events take place in the towns and cities across our network."
In an exciting addition to their festivities, Greater Anglia has unveiled a train featuring a special Pride livery that showcases both the Pride and transgender flags. This train operates on key routes including Ipswich to Felixstowe and Norwich to Cambridge, signifying the company’s commitment to diversity across its services. Martin Moran, the company’s commercial and customer services director, noted the enthusiasm among staff during such occasions, highlighting their passion for the events that unfold throughout the year.
However, while Greater Anglia is proactively promoting rail travel to Pride events, they have also issued warnings about potential engineering works that may disrupt services on selected routes. Passengers are encouraged to check schedules in advance to avoid any unexpected delays.
Beyond the railways, Norwich Pride this year is not only about celebration but also reflection. The Assembly House is hosting an art exhibition entitled 'Revolting', which runs from July 24 to 29, aiming to delve into the history of queer activism. This art showcase complements a variety of community events, such as talks, history walks, and badge-making sessions tailored to engage and explore Norfolk’s queer heritage.
The significance of Norwich Pride was palpable during last year's event, which marked the city’s 15th celebration and attracted thousands. The vibrant parade from City Hall to Chapelfield Gardens reinforced the importance of fostering inclusivity and solidarity, as local businesses joined in displaying Pride flags to show their support for the community. This sentiment continues to resonate with many, reflecting the ongoing struggle and triumphs of the LGBTQIA+ community.
As Greater Anglia fosters an environment of support and visibility, this year’s Pride events not only celebrate identity but also unite the community in shared experiences, showcasing the power of solidarity in advocating for a more inclusive society.
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