Gwent gears up for second Torfaen Pride with enhanced community focus
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Gwent is preparing to celebrate the second iteration of Torfaen Pride, scheduled for 7th June 2025 at Pontypool Park. Organised by Club F.O.D Cymru, the free festival is expected to draw a crowd similar to last year’s successful debut, which attracted around 5,000 attendees. This event has garnered a reputation for being one of the most accessible Pride gatherings in Wales, focusing not only on LGBTQ+ rights but also on fostering community engagement and connection.
According to the official event details, a range of activities and entertainment options will be available, including live performances, craft stalls, food vendors, and fairground rides. The event will feature two stages: a main stage for diverse entertainers and a smaller community stage that highlights local groups and initiatives. This emphasis on community is further enshrined in the role of volunteers who will actively engage attendees, tackling isolation and ensuring inclusivity.
Event organiser Jamie Wake articulated the fundamental importance of Pride events, specifically addressing criticisms often aimed at such gatherings. "Pride is not about division or superiority — it’s about visibility, safety, and equality for a community that has had to fight to be recognised and respected," he stated. He emphasised that Pride serves as both a celebration of progress within the LGBTQ+ community and a reminder of ongoing struggles against discrimination and inequality. Wake’s comments reflect a growing sentiment among activists that the need for Pride celebrations remains urgent and relevant in today's society.
The commitment from local authorities also reflects a broader dedication to LGBTQ+ inclusivity in the region. For instance, the Torfaen County Borough Council has been proactive in supporting Pride events, with council members voting to endorse initiatives aimed at promoting acceptance and equality. This backing from the council is critical in paving the way for an even larger celebration next year.
The rich history and community significance of Pontypool Park, the chosen venue for Torfaen Pride, further enhance the event's appeal. This 150-acre park is not only a scenic backdrop but also a vibrant hub for community activities, making it ideal for the festivities planned for 2025, especially given its past role in hosting similar gatherings.
In terms of entertainment, last year’s event was marked by a diverse array of performances, including appearances from notable personalities like RuPaul's Drag Race star Ginny Lemon. Such high-profile acts serve to amplify the message of acceptance and representation within the LGBTQ+ community. As preparations continue for the upcoming celebration, Torfaen Pride stands as a testament to the resilience and unity of the LGBTQ+ community, celebrating both achievements and the ongoing journey toward equality.
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