Traders’ year-long concerns confirmed as cannabis farm found in charred Norwich pub
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The discovery of a cannabis farm within a charred building in Norwich has raised significant concerns among local traders who have long suspected the presence of illegal drug activity in the area. Following a fire at the former Cat and Fiddle pub on Magdalen Street, police uncovered 40 cannabis plants along with hydroponics equipment. The blaze, reported around 2.45 pm on June 5, drew firefighters who managed to extinguish the flames and allow investigators access to the site. Remarkably, no injuries were reported, though the ongoing police investigation has yet to result in any arrests.
Local business owners expressed relief, albeit mixed with frustration, as they noted a distinct smell of cannabis had been prevalent in the neighbourhood prior to the fire. Kelvin Mitchell, who runs a nearby second-hand store, shared his observations with reporters, stating, “We could smell it but didn’t know where it was coming from.” Another nearby shopkeeper echoed this sentiment, claiming the cannabis odour had been familiar for "maybe a year." These claims reflect a growing awareness of drug-related issues in the area, a sentiment shared by many of those operating businesses on the street.
Moreover, the fire and subsequent police activities have significantly disrupted business in the area. One anonymous trader remarked on the intensity of the blaze, describing it as "fierce" and lamenting the impact such incidents have on foot traffic: “When the buses don’t come down here, there’s no people.” The trader voiced that issues like the recent closure of Anglia Square and disturbances like the fire are merely "another nail in the coffin" for local commerce.
The problems presented by illegal cannabis operations are not new to Norwich. In 2021, Norwich police discovered around 200 cannabis plants in a former pub in Wisbech, indicating that such establishments are increasingly being repurposed for drug production. Moreover, the area has seen various significant drug busts over the years, highlighting a troubling trend in both illegal cultivation and the associated dangers. For instance, in September 2021, police uncovered a cannabis factory worth £150,000 in the city, prompted by neighbour reports of a constant cannabis smell.
Last year, an alarming instance involved the arrest of two men after officers seized over 250 plants in a separate operation. That event drew attention to the confrontational stance taken by law enforcement, with authorities affirming their commitment to combat drug-related activities.
The ongoing successes of law enforcement in curtailing cannabis cultivation are often preceded by community reports of suspicious activity or distinctive smells. These discoveries underscore a broader narrative about drug culture in urban spaces and its implications for local economies and public safety. Police continue to encourage public vigilance, urging anyone with information about such activities to come forward, and emphasising that, despite the challenges, they remain committed to addressing these issues.
As the investigation into this recent fire and its connection to drug cultivation continues, the implications for local commerce and public safety in Norwich remain a concern for both residents and law enforcement alike.
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