Martin Parr’s new exhibition captures the enduring spirit of Bristol Pride
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Martin Parr, the acclaimed photographer renowned for his candid portrayals of British life, has unveiled a new exhibition centred on Bristol Pride—a vibrant celebration that he has documented for several years. Transforming his long-standing attendance into an artistic homage, this showcase at the Bristol Museum and Art Gallery encapsulates the joy, colour, and spirit of the LGBTQ+ community during one of the UK’s largest Pride events.
Parr's connection to Bristol Pride dates back to the 1980s, but it is only in recent years that he has dedicated himself to capturing the essence of the event. Reflecting on his experience, Parr remarked, “When I am home in Bristol, I should rest,” a sentiment that he now recognises as a missed opportunity. With a renewed commitment to documenting the city he calls home, he noted, “About five years ago, I said: ‘I must shoot Bristol.’ I had been missing out. How stupid can you be?” His work showcases the rich tapestry of expressions, from participants decked in rainbow hues to striking placards that convey powerful messages about identity and acceptance.
Daryn Carter, director of Bristol Pride, expressed his enthusiasm for the exhibition during its preview, highlighting the emotional resonance of Parr's work. “It’s amazing when you come around the corner and see them,” Carter said, captivated by the vivid colours and the celebration encapsulated in each frame. He pointed out the importance of inclusivity within the event, particularly at a time when the LGBTQ+ community faces increasing challenges. One poignant image that resonated with Carter depicts a child on someone's shoulders holding a Bristol Pride flag, symbolising hope and the future for the community.
Carter also drew attention to another powerful photograph featuring a placard stating, “Trans. Here in 1969. Here in 2019. Here always.” This thought-provoking image serves as a reminder that the struggles and presence of trans individuals are not recent phenomena but part of a longstanding history. “A lot of people think that trans and the gender debate is something that’s new or it’s just the current thing,” Carter explained. “But actually it’s not. You know, trans people have always existed.”
Throughout his career, Parr has developed a reputation for capturing candid moments that reflect the humanity behind public spectacles. An image of a drag queen, deeply engrossed in their phone with a can of Blackthorn cider nestled in their arm, exemplifies this signature style, blending humour with a snapshot of everyday life amid the backdrop of celebration. This knack for authenticity and relatability is a hallmark of Parr’s work, and it has become especially significant at events like Bristol Pride, which celebrate diversity and expression in the face of adversity.
As Parr promotes his exhibition this week, his journey from casual observer to passionate chronicler of Bristol's Pride events underscores a broader narrative about the importance of visibility and representation in the arts. His work not only documents local history but also contributes to the ongoing conversation about inclusivity within the LGBTQ+ community, reminding us that events like Bristol Pride are not merely festivals; they are vital affirmations of identity and acceptance in society.
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