Scottish Labour’s by-election wins signal a growing rejection of SNP rule
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Scottish Labour has marked a significant resurgence in the political landscape, most notably demonstrated by their triumph in the Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse by-election. This victory not only confirms the party's momentum but also indicates a shift in voter sentiment across Scotland. As Davy Russell, the newly elected Member of the Scottish Parliament (MSP), celebrates his win, he insists that it signifies a critical juncture in Scottish politics, framing it as a choice between the stagnation of the SNP government and the hopeful vision offered by Labour.
Russell articulated a clear message in light of this victory, highlighting it as a step towards dismantling nearly two decades of SNP governance. According to him, the people of Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse have taken a stand for substantive change, rejecting what he describes as the SNP's "desperate spin". He noted, “Scotland has almost one in six Scots on an NHS waiting list. [...] it’s no wonder the SNP cannot stand on its own record.” The sentiment echoed across many debates leading up to the election underscored a collective frustration with public services, housing issues, and the disconnection people feel from politics.
Similar sentiments have emerged from other recent by-elections, including the one in Rutherglen and Hamilton West, where Labour's Michael Shanks achieved a substantial 20.4% swing from the SNP, securing 17,845 votes against the SNP's Katy Loudon, who garnered 8,399 votes. The SNP attributed their losses to "contextual factors", including the internal turmoil from the ousting of former MP Margaret Ferrier due to COVID-19 breaches and ongoing financial investigations. Additionally, there is mounting pressure on SNP leader Humza Yousaf following these electoral setbacks, as questions arise regarding his leadership and the party's focus on independence amidst ongoing economic challenges.
This wave of discontent is significant against the backdrop of Scotland's political history, where the SNP has maintained a stronghold. Reports suggest that the party may face up to a two-thirds loss of its seats in the upcoming general election, a development that underscores Labour's potential to reclaim its position in Scotland's political hierarchy. As Labour leader Anas Sarwar prepares for upcoming contests, he insists that the roots of this change are being planted now, with the party's focus firmly on offering hope as opposed to despair.
In conversations across communities, many voters expressed dissatisfaction with the current political landscape, articulating a yearning for genuine change rather than the status quo. “People feel a sense of hopelessness – they can’t rely on public services, the economy doesn’t work for them,” Russell noted, reflecting the sentiment that appears to herald a broader shift in political allegiances. As Labour seeks to harness this momentum, the discourse around the by-elections signifies a potential turning point for Scottish politics, where whoever can present a viable alternative to the SNP's long-standing governance could reshape the future landscape.
The recent electoral victories reinforce the narrative that many Scottish voters are ready for a transformative shift. Russell's assertion that Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse have chosen "the politics of hope over the politics of despair" appears to resonate with a larger narrative unfolding across Scotland. As the next general election approaches, the electorate seems poised to make their voices heard once again, potentially propelling Labour into a position of renewed influence.
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