Anglers’ rising aggression threatens Devon and Cornwall wild seals
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A recent incident at a picturesque Devon beauty spot has drawn widespread condemnation after an angler was allegedly caught attempting to hook a wild seal. Footage captures the shocking moment a woman sought to ensnare the marine mammal while fishing off the rocks. This incident has raised serious concerns about the treatment of seals and their interactions with humans, especially in populated coastal areas.
The alarming trend of aggressive behaviour towards seals is not isolated. Reports indicate similar incidents, including one where an angler threw a beer bottle at a seal that was interfering with his line. Duncan Kenny, who witnessed the event at Hope's Nose near Torquay, described the act as "appalling and inconsiderate." He recounted how the seal was merely pursuing its natural instinct to hunt when it was struck by the bottle, which sparked outrage among conservationists. The Seal Project charity noted that this is part of a “concerning pattern” of aggression towards seals, highlighting that they had received multiple reports of such incidents in recent weeks.
Adding to the mounting evidence of hostility towards seals, shocking footage from a fishing vessel near Cornwall depicted fishermen jabbing at a seal with a pole tipped with a sharp hook. The clip, emanating from the Roseland Peninsula, prompted outcry from both local observers and marine conservation groups. Dan Jarvis, director of welfare and conservation for British Divers Marine Life Rescue (BDMLR), condemned the act as illegal and indicative of the direct persecution seals face from those regarding them as competition for fishing resources.
The threats to seals extend beyond human aggression; they are also increasingly susceptible to harmful interactions with fishing gear. Distressingly, a well-known seal in South Devon, affectionately named Sammy, was discovered with multiple fishing hooks embedded in her body—not an uncommon scenario. The Seal Project reported similar cases, indicating an alarming trend of entanglement among seals in the area. These incidents often restrict seals' ability to hunt and pose a significant risk to their survival.
Despite the prevailing negativity towards seals from some quarters, there are hopeful narratives. One heartwarming encounter was recorded in which a young grey seal engaged in a delightful tug-of-war with a fisherman over a conger eel. The fisherman, showing clear empathy for the creature, managed to guide the seal safely away from harm while preserving his catch—an example of how humans and wildlife can interact positively. Nevertheless, conservationists advocate for a cautious approach, advising against feeding or drawing too close to wild seals.
As the pressure on marine life mounts, experts emphasise the need for increased awareness and education to foster coexistence with these remarkable creatures. With incidents of violence against seals seemingly on the rise, it is crucial for fishing communities to understand their responsibility under UK law to protect these animals. 
The growing evidence of seals facing aggression from anglers, combined with the ongoing issue of entanglement, has underscored the importance of responsible fishing practices and wildlife conservation in preserving the delicate balance of marine ecosystems.
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