BBC Newcastle headquarters vandalised with ‘Free Gaza’ graffiti amid rising protests
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The BBC’s Newcastle headquarters was the latest target of vandalism, as windows were smashed and messages in red paint—reading “Free Gaza” and “LIARS”—were sprayed on the building during the early hours of Tuesday. Northumbria Police responded to reports of this criminal damage shortly before 2.50 am and are currently seeking information from the public regarding the incident. They have encouraged anyone with leads to contact them directly through social media or their website.
A spokesperson from the BBC reiterated the organisation's commitment to the safety of its staff, emphasising their local news teams' dedication to impartial and accurate reporting. "We are working closely with the police who are investigating," the spokesperson stated, highlighting the BBC's resolve amidst a climate of heightened tensions surrounding media coverage of the Israel-Palestine conflict. By lunchtime on Tuesday, workmen had cleared the graffiti and completed repairs on the damaged property, which is affectionately known as the Pink Palace due to its distinctive exterior. This building serves as the base for the Look North (North East and Cumbria) TV news team and BBC Radio Newcastle.
This act of vandalism occurs against a backdrop of ongoing protests against perceived biases in media reporting regarding the Israel-Palestine situation. In February 2025, the BBC's London headquarters was similarly targeted by the UK group Palestine Action, which claimed responsibility for spraying red paint that they likened to blood in an effort to protest the BBC's alleged pro-Israel bias. Activists accused the broadcaster of perpetuating narratives that facilitate violence and oppression towards Palestinians. A police investigation was subsequently launched in that incident, and it was not the first time Palestine Action had taken such action—demonstrations had already been held against the BBC’s editorial choices, particularly following their coverage of the ongoing Gaza conflict.
Such protests are part of a broader trend, reflecting deep divisions in public sentiment regarding coverage of the ongoing conflict. In a similar vein, two individuals were arrested in November 2023 for racially aggravated criminal damage after messages related to the conflict were painted on a London property, leading law enforcement to classify the vandalism as a hate crime. 
There has also been a notable series of demonstrations spanning across British cities, with several BBC buildings experiencing various forms of vandalism related to the ongoing Israel-Palestine tensions. In October 2023, for instance, graffiti with Palestinian flag colours was sprayed on the BBC Northern Ireland building in Belfast, underscoring the issue's escalating nature. Each incident illustrates a growing frustration among sections of the public towards media narratives surrounding the conflict, which many feel fail to adequately represent the Palestinian perspective.
The BBC's response has been consistent, focusing on reaffirming their commitment to impartiality and the safety of their staff, even as they navigate increasingly turbulent waters in public opinion and societal tensions.
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