John Puttick Associates transforms Blackburn power station into Fusebox youth hub
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John Puttick Associates has successfully completed an ambitious project to retrofit a historic Victorian power station in Blackburn, transforming it into a vibrant new facility known as Fusebox, dedicated to young people aged 16 to 25. This initiative is part of a broader regeneration effort aimed at revitalising Blackburn town centre, addressing the pressing need for enhanced youth infrastructure.
Originally constructed in 1895, the L-shaped power station, which operated during a pivotal time in the UK’s electrical history, has been given a new lease on life. The intricate design process preserved significant architectural features, such as the original steel roof trusses and exposed brickwork. The firm has highlighted the integration of modern elements alongside these historic details. Notably, the redesign includes a central entrance on Pilkington Street, leading into a striking double-height events space that retains the character of the original building while accommodating contemporary uses. A new mezzanine level, featuring co-working hubs and breakout spaces, enhances the building’s functionality for various activities, from training sessions to social gatherings.
Support from Blackburn Youth Zone and Blackburn with Darwen Council was crucial in the project’s development. The architects collaborated closely with these stakeholders to secure funding from the Department of Culture, Media & Sport’s Youth Investment Fund, amounting to approximately £3.1 million for the overall transformation of the youth zone facilities. This funding enables the centre to cater to thousands of young individuals in the area, expanding upon the existing resources offered by the youth zone—resources that include facilities for dance, sports, digital creation, and mentorship.
The complete refurbishment of the surrounding youth centre has also included substantial upgrades, such as the addition of new spaces for arts, wellness, gaming, music, and fitness. A notable feature of the redesign is an amphitheatre-style ramp and seating area that promotes inclusivity and ease of movement throughout the space. As part of an effort to enhance environmental stewardship, a green wall will be planted and maintained by the young people using the facility, further greenifying the site while instilling a sense of ownership among users.
The design and construction processes emphasised low-impact methods. By retaining as much of the original fabric as possible and upgrading the mechanical and electrical systems, the project aims to improve energy performance comprehensively. Additionally, ongoing community involvement has been a cornerstone of the design process, ensuring that the voices of local stakeholders and youth workers informed the building's eventual outcome.
Future plans for the adjoining Fuse Box building include creating an Employment Skills Hub. With an approved budget of £2.9 million, this redevelopment aims to provide extensive training facilities and social spaces, helping to equip young people with the skills necessary for the workforce of tomorrow. Elements such as a dedicated Maker Zone and areas designed for interactive engagement promise to support academic pursuits in STEAM subjects, thereby fostering a culture of innovation and creativity.
As Blackburn continues to adapt and renew its facilities to meet the demands of its youth, the completion of Fusebox stands as a testament to the power of architectural innovation and community collaboration in shaping a brighter future for the town’s young residents.
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