Witney residents on edge after hammer threat and bike theft amid police reassurances
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Residents in Witney are grappling with rising concerns for their safety following a series of unsettling incidents, one of the most alarming being a reported threat from a hammer-wielding individual last week. On Tuesday morning, a woman observed a man trying car doors on Stanton Harcourt Road. After confronting him, she and her housemate found their suspicions confirmed; he returned shortly after, attempting to gain access to other vehicles.
Their unease escalated when they learned from local online community groups that the same man had reportedly threatened another resident with a hammer and stole a bicycle. Thames Valley Police corroborated this information in a statement, detailing an incident that took place on Monday afternoon at around 4.45 PM in Wadard’s Meadow, where the cyclist was threatened before his bike was taken. Thankfully, the stolen bicycle was later recovered, and the victim sustained no injuries. Authorities described the suspect as a black male, approximately 6 feet 2 inches tall, slim, with afro-style hair.
While many residents voiced their concerns, one local described the threat as "unsettling," though she had never experienced anything similar since relocating to Witney last October. In a recent meeting with West Oxfordshire councillors, Police and Crime Commissioner Matthew Barber provided some reassurance, noting an overall decline in crime rates across the Thames Valley and highlighted the positive impact of increasing neighbourhood police presence. 
Barber stated, "By increasing the number of officers in neighbourhood teams, we are increasing visibility and seeing more patrols in our towns." This echoed sentiments from Liam Walker, head of Oxfordshire's Conservatives, who acknowledged the shock of such incidents but asserted they are "very rare." However, he urged focus on more pervasive issues related to crimes of violence and sexual offences, which remain a greater concern.
Duncan Enright, deputy leader of West Oxfordshire District Council, expressed empathy for those affected by the frightening incidents, remarking that the community remains safe. He affirmed that police numbers in Witney have been bolstered since the current Labour government took office, asserting, “We have a named police officer for the town.”
The stark contrast between alarming incidents in Witney and others elsewhere within the Thames Valley area raises critical questions regarding safety. Recent reports have also highlighted ongoing investigations and appeals related to various violent crimes, including a separate incident involving an individual armed with a hammer in Banbury and numerous assaults occurring across the region. Such heightened tensions underscore the broader implications for community safety as residents seek to balance their vigilance with the police’s assurances.
As law enforcement works to apprehend individuals responsible for these events, the community watches closely, eager for both justice and a restoration of peace in their environment, which has recently felt increasingly vulnerable.
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