Year 5 pupils’ pun on punctuation wins Beano’s Britain’s Funniest Class contest
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In a delightful twist of fate, a pun about punctuation emerged victorious in a recent competition hosted by the Beano comic, sparking joy among students and educators alike. Aaminah and Reniava, Year 5 students at Riverley Primary School in Leyton, London, crafted the winning joke: “What do you call the fanciest punctuation? An a-posh-trophe.” The humour, a delightful play on words, stood out among a wealth of submissions, showcasing the children’s creativity and wit.
The competition, described as a joyous celebration of childhood humour, aimed to engage schoolchildren across the UK, inviting them to explore their comedic talents. Michael Stirling, the director of mischief at the Beano, remarked that the annual event not only highlights the ingenuity of young comedic minds but also reinforces the value of laughter in learning. “This perfectly crafted joke is creative, mischievous and 100% funny. It had us laughing out loud,” Stirling stated, reflecting on the light-hearted spirit the comic aims to nurture.
The contest featured a panel of expert gag makers, who narrowed down the entries to a shortlist of ten before opening the final selection to a public vote. The result was a testament to the collaborative spirit found in classrooms. The winning school will receive the esteemed “Britain’s Funniest Class” trophy, along with Gnasher Badges and a subscription to the comic for all students. In addition to the students’ win, their teacher, Maisha Mahfuza, garnered recognition as Britain’s Funniest Teacher, further highlighting the integral role educators play in fostering creativity and confidence in their students.
However, the Beano has an illustrious history of celebrating youthful humour, having run similar competitions in previous years. In 2023, Class Indigo 1 from Greasley Beauvale Primary School in Nottinghamshire claimed the title with their clever pun on maths: “What happened to the maths teacher's garden? It grew square roots.” Each year, hundreds of entries flood in, with young participants eager to make their mark in the world of comedy. The competition highlights the lasting impact of humour on young minds, encouraging a sense of confidence and camaraderie among students.
Mahfuza commented on the uplifting impact of getting their joke featured in the Beano, saying, “Seeing our class and joke featured in Beano was surreal. Britain’s Funniest Class competition is a fantastic way to spark laughter, boost creativity and build confidence in children. Learning should always come with a healthy dose of fun, and how many people can say they’ve spread a good giggle beyond the classroom to the whole nation?” Her words reflect a sentiment shared by many educators who strive to integrate joy into their teaching methodologies.
As the Beano continues to celebrate the mischievous spirit of childhood in its 4,290th edition, it serves as a reminder of the power of humour to connect and inspire generations. The laughter shared in classrooms not only cultivates creativity but also fosters a sense of community, making these moments of joy invaluable to both students and teachers.
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