Torquay’s Daddyhole Lane sign becomes a frequent target for thieves amid wider UK street sign theft trend
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Residents of Torquay, Devon, have voiced their frustration over the recurring theft of a street sign for Daddyhole Lane, a situation that has drawn both bemusement and irritation from locals. The sign, known for its suggestive name, has become a target for mischievous thieves, prompting frequent replacements by Torbay Council. Councillor Nick Bye commented during a recent cabinet meeting on the matter, stating, “There are souvenir hunters who seem to be quite fascinated by the title of Daddyhole Road—and the sign keeps disappearing.”
The phenomenon of street sign theft is not limited to Torquay. Similar incidents have been reported in various parts of the UK, particularly involving signs featuring amusing or unusual names. In the Wiltshire hamlet of Tiddleywink, residents were disappointed to discover that two signs had been stolen, a rarity that led the local parish council to order replacements. The chairman of the council expressed the community's affection for the unique name, highlighting how such thefts can tarnish local charm.
A broader examination of this issue reveals an intriguing pattern across the nation. A BBC News Magazine article notes that signs with memorable titles—such as the iconic Abbey Road sign in London or the quirky Llanddewi-Brefi in Wales—are often the objects of theft. The motivations behind these actions range from simple mischief to a desire for souvenirs that evoke local culture. This trend poses a challenge for local authorities, who must manage the financial burden and logistical issues tied to the replacement of stolen signs.
In addition to the street sign thefts, Torbay has seen an uptick in other local crime. Recently, Torbay Police issued a warning about a series of vehicle break-ins, advising residents to stay vigilant and take precautions to safeguard their belongings. This, along with the ongoing issue of sign theft, underscores broader concerns around community safety and crime in the area.
The impact of these thefts extends beyond mere inconvenience, highlighting the essential role of street signs in ensuring public safety. Mental Floss has compiled a list of commonly stolen signs, including the infamous Shitterton in Dorset and the notorious F*g in Austria, illustrating how the allure of a unique name can lead to significant challenges for local governance. Authorities have responded by increasing efforts to deter such thefts and reminding the public that possessing stolen signs is a criminal offence.
As Torquay continues to grapple with the peculiar yet persistent problem of its street sign disappearing act, it remains to be seen what further measures will be implemented to preserve the community's identity and protect its humorous yet beloved landmarks.
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