Mayor Sadiq Khan launches £12 million Green Roots Fund to tackle London’s green space inequality
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The Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, has launched a new Green Roots Fund as part of the city’s ambitious efforts to create a greener, healthier, and more climate-resilient capital. Announced at the start of London Climate Action Week, the fund commits more than £12 million to improving and expanding green and blue spaces across London, including parks, community gardens, wetlands, and rivers. This follows a pledge made in Khan’s 2024 Election Manifesto and is aimed at nurturing habitats where wildlife can thrive, potentially even reintroducing species that have disappeared from the capital.
This new fund also targets social inequalities linked to environmental access. Research highlights that Black, Asian, and minority ethnic communities in London are more than twice as likely to live in areas lacking green spaces, while over 20% of households have no access to a private garden. By investing in community-driven projects, the fund seeks to correct these disparities, offering grants from £10,000 to £500,000 to local groups, borough councils, and stakeholders. These grants will support initiatives like planting trees, creating wildflower meadows, developing parklets, and improving waterways.
The launch of the Green Roots Fund coincides with London Climate Action Week, Europe’s largest city-wide climate festival now in its seventh year, hosting more than 700 in-person and virtual events and drawing over 45,000 participants. The week showcases London’s global leadership on climate issues, featuring a host of discussions and forums. Highlights include the Climate Innovation Forum, where the Mayor will engage with international leaders on pioneering green projects, and the inaugural Youth Summit at ZSL, empowering young Londoners to contribute to climate action.
Khan’s administration has already made significant strides in enhancing the capital’s natural environment, restoring over 900 hectares of green space—equivalent to more than 2,000 football pitches—and improving 3.7km of river habitats. The existing Grow Back Greener Fund has allocated more than £4 million to over 135 community projects, helping Londoners cultivate 30 more hectares of green space and plant upwards of 25,000 trees. Since 2016, over 600,000 trees have been planted across the city, creating 85 hectares of woodland and tree-filled areas accessible to all.
Moreover, investment in rewilding efforts has continued through the Rewild London Fund, which has supported the restoration of some of the capital’s most significant natural areas with a spend of over £2.5 million since 2021. Sadiq Khan has stressed the importance of making nature’s benefits accessible to every Londoner, reiterating his commitment to building a greener and fairer city.
London Climate Action Week itself is a significant platform for diverse organisations and communities to accelerate climate work. Apart from the Green Roots Fund launch, the event includes a seed giveaway promoting the creation of habitats in green space-scarce areas, a series of discussions on sustainable urban design, and forums focusing on innovative finance and technology solutions for net-zero ambitions. One flagship event, Reset Connect London at the Excel Centre, gathers sustainability leaders and innovators to deliver strategies and solutions for net-zero business practices, reflecting the broad and integrated nature of the week’s climate action efforts.
The Climate Innovation Forum, held at Guildhall, brings together over 2,000 policymakers, business leaders, and civil society representatives to showcase solutions and build collaborations for a low-carbon economy. Meanwhile, other events during the week, like the Climate Compass and discussions hosted by environmental organisations, foster networking and knowledge exchange on climate trends and sustainability data management.
Collectively, these initiatives and events underline London’s commitment not only to addressing climate change but also to embedding environmental justice and inclusive access to natural spaces within its urban fabric.
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