Disabled-led Liberty festival to put accessibility at heart of Wandsworth arts week

[image: ]
Liberty, a disabled‑led arts festival produced with CRIPtic Arts, will take place across Wandsworth from 24–29 September and promises a free, wide‑ranging programme of theatre, dance, cabaret, immersive installations and family events. According to the Evening Standard, the week‑long celebration is explicitly designed and curated by disabled artists and practitioners, positioning accessibility at the heart of the programme rather than as an afterthought.
Organisers stress that access will be embedded across the festival: performances will adopt a “relaxed approach to movement and noise”, audiences may leave and re‑enter venues, and there will be wheelchair access, accessible toilets and quiet chill‑out areas. The festival also plans to offer British Sign Language interpretation, audio description and captioning for many events, while urging attendees to consult the festival website for detailed access information for each show and venue in advance, as provisions can differ by location.
The term “relaxed performance” has an established meaning in the theatre sector: institutions such as the Royal Shakespeare Company describe them as events where house rules are eased to welcome autistic people, those with learning disabilities and anyone who benefits from a gentler environment. Typical adaptations include brighter house lighting, reduced sound levels, removal of strobe effects, and an open‑door policy that allows people to enter, exit and move around freely, often supported by visual stories or advance information and a staffed chill‑out room for anyone who needs quiet time.
Major arts venues set useful precedents for how those adjustments are delivered in practice. The Southbank Centre’s access guidance highlights step‑free routes, lifts, accessible toilets on every level, wheelchair spaces, touch tours and a range of assisted formats such as BSL, speech‑to‑text transcription, audio description and captioning—alongside advice to contact access teams ahead of visits. Sadler’s Wells and other national companies similarly explain how audio description is provided (through live describers and headsets), how captioning appears on screens, and the importance of pre‑booking equipment or places on touch tours.
Large, fully equipped accessible toilets—so‑called Changing Places—offer additional support beyond standard accessible WCs and can be crucial for people with profound and multiple learning disabilities or complex physical needs. Changing Places standards typically specify a generously sized room with an adult‑sized changing bench, a ceiling hoist and space for carers and equipment; campaigners and venue guidance encourage festivals and cultural spaces to show clearly which sites have these facilities and to signpost them on maps.
For festival‑goers, the practical steps are straightforward: check individual event pages for the exact access provision, reserve assisted‑format places or headsets where required, and contact the festival’s access team or the venue in advance if you need priority entry, a touch tour or to make use of hearing‑enhancement systems. Many venues make these arrangements on request and list booking procedures and contact details alongside their assisted‑performance offers.
Liberty’s disabled‑led approach and the commitment to mainstreaming relaxed and assisted formats reflect a broader shift within UK cultural organisations towards inclusive practice. By aligning programming with established access measures used by major venues and national companies, the festival aims not only to make individual events welcoming but to model how mainstream cultural programming can be more accessible and participatory for disabled audiences. Attendees are advised to check the festival website for the most up‑to‑date access information for each event and venue before planning their visit.
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